eed 


aNne 


wer 
ate NTT 
2y 1g eg ar et Tt et 
gvect Tere ete 
eioser? 


of Amprira 
THE YOUNG PEOPLE’S ORGANIZATION 


OF THE 


UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 


Latther Weague Review 


OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE LUTHER LEAGUE 
OF AMERICA 


Published Monthly except August by 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
Publication Office: 429-437 Herr Street, 


Editorial and Executive Office: 405 Muhlenberg Building, 1228-1234 
Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 


Entered as Second Class Matter, January 25, 1928, at the 
Post Office, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, under the Act of March 
3, 1879. Subscription price (Payable in Advance), $1.25 per year, 
for single copies; $1.00 each per year in clubs of five; 90 cents per 
year in clubs of ten or more. 


VOL. LIV JANUARY, 1942 No. 1 


HONORARY MEMBERS 


E. F. Eivert, C.S.D.; Harry Hopces; Rev. Amos Joun TRAVER, 
D.D.; Miss Brenpa MEHLHOUSE; ReEv. Ropert J. WOLF. 


EXECUTIVE STAFF 


Rev. Paut M. Kinports, D.D. - Executive Secretary 
405 Muhlenberg Building, Philadelpiia: Penna. 


Rev. Wittiam J. Du - Associate Secretary 
405 MeL cnbers Building, Philadéliphia, Penna. 


Cuartes A. Davis, Pu.D. - Educational Secretary 
998 Bushwick Avenue, Brootivn, New York 


Mrs. 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE LUTHER 
LEAGUE OF AMERICA 


OFFICERS 


Atvin H. SCHAEDIGER - > 
135 Oak Street, Weehawken ‘New ervey 


President 
Joun H. Lauman - - - First Vice-President 
21 Fisher Street, Kitchener, Ontario, Canada 


pecond Vice-President 
California 


Howarp L. Locan . 
1118 Newby Sereet, 


Miss Rutu BLacksurn - Recording Secretary 
2002 P Street, 'N. wW., i Waleacton Dac. 


Glendale, 


Witiiam H. Parricx, Jr. ‘Treasurer 


405 Muhlenberg Building, Philadelphia, Penna. 
CHAIRMEN OF COMMITTEES 


Harry, D.D. - Chairman, Educational Committee 
210 W. Fornance Street, Norristown, Penna. 


JSUT, Kory elegs 


Miss Evita Kaacx - - - Chairman,- Missionary Committee 
116 Madison Avenue, Clifton, New Jersey 


Miss Saran LEITER - - - C 
Middletown, Maryland 


MEMBERS-AT-LARGE 
Rev. Joseph W. FreaszE - ~- 20S. Third St., 


117 N. 14th St., 
Miss' Frances Mintzer - - - = « 


Columbus, Ohio 
Miss Anna M. ScHLEGEL - - Allentown, Pa. 
Shenandoah, Virginia 
Wagner College, Staten Island, N. Y. 
Rey. Atrrep J. Beit, 13th and New Hampshire Sts., Lawrence, Kan. 
Rev. Joun W. Coss 533 Tarboro St., Rocky Mount, N. C. 
Miss Micprep Garretmann, 209 Blun Building, Savannah, Georgia 


Epwarp WIGGERT - - - 3388 Benson, Michigan 


Donatp F. Bautz - - 


Detroit, 


) 


A New Book on Our 
Work in India 


Then 
The light 


Cane 


FRED J. FIEDLER 


BY 


Written in vivid, simple language, this book is chuck 
full of human interest and is by all odds the best means 
for the average church member to acquaint himself with 
how mission work is done in this field, the situations that 
are met with, the problems that arise, and the results that 
are attained. Issued especially in conjunction with the Cen- 
tennial of the Overseas Mission Effort of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America, it should arouse a great deal 
of sympathy for and interest in the people of India and con- 
sequently in our 1941-43 mission project—Luthergiri Semi- 
nary, Rajahmundcy, India. 


Pastor Fiedler, who was a missionary in this field for 
many yeats, gives us a true picture of Indian life in “‘Then 
the Light Came.”’ He tells of the ignorance and illiteracy 
found there and how much an education means to the lucky 
students who are able to attend our Christian schools. 


Striking chapter subjects include such interesting titles 
as—Come to Our Village, Give the Children a Chance, 
Desire for More Light, Turning to the True God, A Visit 
to an Outcaste Village, The Indian Church and Indian Lead- 
ership, The Ministry of Healing, Service of Mercy, Joshua 
Tells a Story, The Lutheran Church in India. 
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(A Map of our India Field included in this book available 
separately at 25 cents a copy.) 
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ohn Frederick Christian Heyer 


“Father Heyer” an ordinary man who did extraordinary 
work under extracrdinary creumstances 


1842 — INDIA CENTENNIAL 1949 


Father Heyer 


“Father Heyer,” the first American 
Lutheran Missionary to India, pio- 
neer on the frontier of American civ- 
ilization, was an ordinary man who 
did extraordinary circumstances. 
Born in Helmstadt, North Germany, 
July 10, 1793, he emigrated to the 
United States in 1807, was educated, 
and learned the hatter’s trade in Phil- 
adelphia, studied theology under Doc- 
tors Helmuth and Schaeffer, and 
preached his first sermon in “Old 
Zion” in June, 1813. Thus began a 
remarkable missionary career, al- 
most without parallel of 


@ Sixty Years Blazing Paths 


Completing his studies at Goettin- 
gen, Germany, he was ordained by 
the Synod of Pennsylvania in 1819. 
For twenty years he did pioneer 
work as home missionary in North- 
western Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, 
Kentucky, Maryland. In 1840, learn- 
ing that the Lutheran missionary 
Rhenius, at Palamcotta, India, labor- 
ing under English auspices, was 
about to give up the work, Heyer 
offered himself for this field to the 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania. There 
Was some opposition in the Ministe- 
rium because Heyer was too old (he 
was forty-seven), and that it would 
be impossible to support a mission. 
The opposition was defeated, and 
after spending the winter of 1840-41 
attending medical lectures at the 
Washington University, he set sail 
from Boston for India, on October 
14, 1841, and reached Guntur, India, 
on July 31, 1842. After laboring there 
three years, his health began to fail, 
and he returned to America and took 
his medical degree in Baltimore. After 
two years’ absence he returned to In- 
dia, where his work was quite suc- 
cessful. He spent a year at Guntur, 
then went to the Palnad district, and 
in 1854 he took charge of the newly 
acquired station of Rajahmundry. In 
1857 Heyer left India, as he sup- 
posed, forever, little thinking that 
twelve years later he would return 
to reorganize a part of the mission. 
Back to America, the pioneering 
spirit returned. After a while spent 
at his home in Somerset, Pennsylva- 
nia, he began his work among the 
Germans of the Northwest, where he 
founded the Synod of Minnesota. 

Visiting Germany in 1868, he 
learned that. the General Synod was 
about to transfer Rajahmundry to a 
British society. Immediately return- 
ing to America he unexpectedly ap- 


Two 


peared before the Ministerium of 
Pennsylvania, in session at Reading, 
May 22, 1869. He succeeded in pass- 
ing a resolution protesting against 
the transfer, and with youthful elo- 
quence the aged missionary effect- 
ually besought the Ministerium to 
maintain the mission. After he suc- 
ceeded in averting the transfer of the 
mission and providing for its con- 
tinuation by the General Council, 
Father Heyer, in his seventy-fifth 
year, grip in hand, again started, Au- 
gust 31, 1869, for India, which he 
reached December 1. 


He retired in 1871, reaching home 
on July 10, and again took up his 
residence at Somerset. In February, 
1872, he preached in Zion’s Church, 
Philadelphia, in which he preached 
his first sermon fifty-nine years be- 
fore. In October he was chosen 
House Father of the Lutheran Sem- 
inary, at the same time when Dr. W. 
W. Schaeffer and Dr. Spaeth were 
made regular professors. When the 
new. building on Franklin Street was 
ready for occupancy, Heyer took 
charge as Chaplain and House Fa- 
ther. As such he offered the opening 
prayer at the service of consecration, 
having more than forty-one years be- 
fore laid the cornerstone of the Sem- 
inary at Gettysburg. He looked after 
the duties of his Seminary office al- 
most to the day of his death, No- 
vember 7, 1873. Full of years, full 
of labors, full of results, his remains 
lie at Friedensburg, Pa. 


Esther Bachofer—Connie Strandwitz 


Missionary Pioneer 


BLAZING PATHS 
SIXTY YEARS 


“FORWARD with CHRIST” 


@® A Strange History 


His roaming disposition fitted him 
excellently for breaking the ground 
and sowing the seed, but it made 
him too impatient to watch it grow 
and reap it when it was ready for 
the harvest. He was always laying 
foundations, but leaving the building 
to others. Herein lies his greatness 
and also the lack of appreciation by 
cther men. None the less Father 
Heyer is an interesting character. 
He lived in interesting times and in 
interesting lands. From the French 
Revolution to the Civil War is quite 
a stretch of time; yet Father Heyer 
was born during the former and lived 
seven years after the close of the 
latter. From Dr. Helmuth to Dr. 
Spaeth is quite a jump; but Father 
Heyer preached his first sermon for 
the former, his last for the latter. 
Father Heyer was a witness of the 
war of 1812, the Mexican War, the 
Civil War, the Napoleonic wars of 
Europe and the Revolution in Ger- 
many. In Our American Lutheran 
Church he saw the formation of the 
General Synod, the General Council 
and other Synods. He witnessed the 
beginning of the Seminary at Gettys- 
burg and ended his days at the Sem- 
inary at Philadelphia. He traveled 
and sojourned in Germany, the place 
of his birth; labored in many States 
as traveling missionary; in British 
India; in Minnesota; back in India, 
and finally House Father of Lutheran 
Seminary, Franklin St., Philadelphia. 


PREPARING FOR 
Hlerry Christmas 
AT HEADQUARTERS 


Our Office Secretaries 

These are the girls that type 
your letters, fill your literature 
orders, keep your office records, 
enter your subscriptions to the 
periodicals and attend to the 
many details of the Headquar- 
ters Office at 405 Muhlenberg 
Building, 1228 Spruce Street, 
Philadelphia, Penna. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Education 


January, 1942, “I wish this weren’t Sunday! Here it 
is three o’clock and I still don’t know who is going to 
lead the Luther League discussion tonight. Paul flatly 
refused, and after I had used a perfectly good hour 
persuading Louise to present the topic she had the nerve 
to call today and say she’s changed her mind. I suppose 
it’s up to me again! If I only had a little cooperation. 
This job of being Educational Secretary could be most 
challenging—but just try to get any help from the Com- 
mittee. Of course, we made plans during July and 
August, but none of them have been carried out. We 
planned for bigger and better meetings, and there cer- 
tainly were lots of enthusiastic persons at our program 
planning meeting which was held out in the park, but no 
one seems to feel any responsibility. Oh, of course, every- 
one seemed interested for a while, but our meetings have 
been off schedule for some weeks now. Where are we 
anyway? Why doesn’t someone do something about it? 


“T realize the position which I hold commands a 
great deal of time and energy, but the other members 
of the Committee should show more interest. It isn’t 
fair that I should do all the work. I’ll telephone John 
and ask him to call a meeting of the Committee as soon 
as possible and then I want to ask the Committee to 
help me carry out the program and plan further for our 
devotional meetings. 

“Where is that little blue-covered pamphlet the 
Luther League Headquarters sent us last fall? That had 
some suggestions on how to build our program. Here it 
is, ‘Ways To Build Devotional Meetings.’ Mary said 
they used it in planning their whole year’s activities at 
St. John’s Church. That may be why they get along so 
well. She said they had nearly 80 young people at their 
meeting last week. 

“There is something going on in that League all 
the time. They schedule their leaders months ahead and 
before they begin each month’s activity those in charge 
get together and plan how they will carry out the pro- 
gram for the month. The discussion leader is assisted 
by the worship leader and they outline the service to- 
gether. We haven’t enough members to call on each 
only once a whole year, but we could plan the meetings 
from now until summer. It’s discouraging to look each 
week for leaders, half of whom don’t get around to look- 
ing at the topic until almost League time. What we 
need is a more active committee to plan and assist in 
developing the meetings. It says in this pamphlet to 
send to Headquarters for the pamphlet on “57 Varieties 
of Meetings.” That’s what I’m going to do before we 
have another Committee meeting. 

“We tried having a speaker from the outside each 
Sunday last month, but that didn’t work very well as 
most of them didn’t seem to know a great deal about 
young people. Besides, our young people like a chance 
to talk more on the subject. Instead of a discussion it 
was another lecture or sermon. I think the topics sys- 
tem is the better plan for our meetings. 
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Roll Up 


Your Sleeves 


“Here comes Dr. Brown. Although he hasn’t been 
our minister very long, he may have some good sug- 
gestions. ‘Hello, Dr. Brown.’ 

“Good afternoon, William. I see you are planning 
the program for the League meeting this evening.” 

“Yes, and it seems that I am the victim again—the 
same thing that happened once before this month. You 
know we ought to be doing better than that, Dr. Brown. 
I was just thinking about it when you came. We should 
have more Committee meetings and plan more carefully 
than we have in the past.” 

“T would like to meet with your officers some night 
next week if you can arrange. You do not have a 
counsellor, do you?” 

“No, we haven’t had one since Mrs. Long resigned 
two years ago.” 

“You really need some adult guidance just as you 
need teachers in High School and College. A good 
counselor will not dominate the meetings but will be 
able to offer suggestions to the officers and leaders. He 
will be a good intermediary between the League and the 
Church Council. He can also enlist the interests of the 
parents in the youth program of the congregation. How 
many of our Luther League members subscribe to the 
‘Luther League Review,’ ‘Luther League Topics,’ and the 
‘Intermediate Quarterly Helps?” 

“The Luther League subscribes for one issue of the 
Review and I think that is the only subscription from 
our group. We get one copy of the Topics and the In- 
termediates get two copies of the Helps. No, that; is 
not correct; I take the Review, too. It is only through 
that and the Topics that I am able to present the wortk- 
ing plans of the Luther League to the Committee. What 
we ought to have is a group of subscriptions coming to 
our League as you know, no doubt, that when we order 
five or ten copies the price of the subscription is reduced. 
We should at least get’ ten of our members to stibscribe 
at ninety cents per year. What do you suggest, Dr. 
Brown?” 

“Well, William, I’m sure you are thinking Sicne the 
right way to solve your problem. Get John, your presi- 
dent, to call a meeting of the Executive Committee and 
the Educational Committee for either Tuesday or Thurs- 
day evening so I can be present and we will take the 
matter up at that time. Bring sample copies of the peri- 
odicals which you have suggested and we'll present the 
matter to the officers first and then to the League as we 
should be prepared to present our publications with in- 
terest. There is a possibility that I may be able to get 
the Church Council to suggest a way in which the whole 
matter can be financed with some help from the League. 
I also want you to make some suggestions to the Com- 
mittee for future work and I’ll try to impress upon them 
their responsibilities in aiding you to put these plans 
into effect. We will roll up our sleeves and go to work! 
I’m glad we had an opportunity to talk this over today.” 


(Continued on Page 32) 


Three 


THE EPIPHANY 


“A Light ta Lighten the 


Do we all fully realize the practical teaching of the 
Epiphany? We are more occupied with fanciful applica- 
tions of the Star which guided the Eastern Sages than 
in considering the great wonder which was revealed to 
them. This was the Epiphany. The primitive 1ame was 
Theophany, or the Manifestation of God. For at this 
time we are called, in closing the Christmas season, to 
dwell upon the manifestations of God in Christ. And 
each Sunday after the Epiphany brings before us some 
fresh grace, or power, or attribute, in the manifesta- 
tion of the Saviour’s glory. 

As bearing upon this, it is well to notice the strik- 
ing contrast between the close of the Old Testament 
and the New. In the last chapter of Malachi we read of 
Christ coming as “the Sun of Righteousness, with heal- 
ing in his wings.” In the last of the Revelation He 
speaks of Himself as “the Bright and Morning Star.” 
It is alwcys darkest when the-star appears before the 
break of day. The world may be very dark indeed when 
Christ shall appear the second time. “When the Son of 
Man comes shall he find faith on the earth?” Oh, that 
the Daystar may arise in our hearts! 

But to treat the subject of the Epiphany practically, 
let us consider the manifestation of God in the flesh. 
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Gentiles” —St. Luke 2:32 


How was God manifested? St. John says, “The 
Word was made flesh and dwelt among us, and we be- 
held His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the 
Father, full of grace and truth.” The Son of God thus 
took our nature and was born into the world. He lived 
and labored amongst men; and though the Godhead 
was veiled—for Christ was a man or sorrows and ac- 
quainted with grief—He could not be hid. His glory 
shone forth to the eye of faith in His person, His works, 
His attributes. Simeon saw it, and the Wise Men saw 
it, and the household of Bethany, and the thief upon 
the Cross; and you and I may see it. We may gaze on 
the person of Immanuel, and as we gaze we hear Him 
say, “I am the Light of the World; he that followeth 
Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light 
of life.” 

But you say, perhaps, How is God to be manifested 
now that Christ is gone to Heaven? St. Paul says, “God, 
who commanded the light to shine out of darkness hath 
shined in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ ... For we 
which live are always delivered unto death for Jesus’ 
cake, that the life also of Jesus might be made mani- 
fest in our mortal flesh.” Thus by the Spirit, who dwells 
in the believer, and conforms him to the image of 
Christ, we manifest God’s glory. “Ye are the light of 
the world.” “Let your light so shine before men that 
they may see your good works and glorify your Father 
which is in Heaven.” 

This is the practical teaching of the Epiphany. Are 
you and I so shining, so manifesting the love of God in 
the fam‘ly, in our intercourse with the world, that we 
are leading people to Christ? If not, why not? 


There Rode Three Kings 


There rode three Kings of Morning-land, 
Who followed far the guiding hand 
That led them past Jerusalem, 

To find a stall in Bethlehem. 

God bring up there from far and wide 
To find that crib at Christmas-tide. 


From East to West, how long a while 

They ride, how many a hundred mile; 
Up hill and down, in frost and snow, 

Through sand and heather, still they go. 
God grant the road may never be 

Too long that leads at last to Thee. 


—tLouis F. Benson 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Pe The. Shy line 


Help comes from the eternal! So 
James Moffatt translates the answer 
to the question which the troubled 
psalmist begins the Pilgrim Song, 
numbered in our Bible as Psalm 121. 


Help in confused and confusing 
times does not come from the moun- 
tains though their calm majesty re- 
bukes our feverish fears. We must 
look beyond the mountains, yes be- 
yond all the skyline, to the Eternal 
who made the mountains, the seas, 
and the heavens. 


We could set out as usual this 
year to write about man’s accom- 
plishments during the past year— 
accomplishments that provide the 
basis for optimism and courage. And 
really his achievements ever since the 
horse-and-buggy days have been 
amazing—but; that little discouraging 
word “but” keeps coming in and up- 
sets our plans. 


The devotion of the scientist, the 
discoveries of the inventor, and the 
skill of a thousand workmen have 
brought the world together until 
everybody is everybody else’s neigh- 
bor. But we had the World War. 
And we still have wars, and rumors 
of more wars are sounding distress- 
ingly near. 

Scientists, inventors, artists have 
labored until music, beauty, culture, 
are within the twist of anybody’s 
wrist; but we allow ourselves to be 
surfeited by all kinds of propaganda, 


yellow journalism and _ confusing 
news stories. Truly it may be said 
that— 


“Unless the Eternal builds the house, 
Workmen build in vain, 

Unless the Eternal guards the town 
Sentinels are on guard in vain.” 


Failing to appreciate this fact many 
people are laboring for that which 
brings little satisfaction. We are 
building beautiful houses but we are 
losing our homes. We are building 
skyscrapers but the sky is eluding us. 
We are building the tower of Babel 
and are suffering from confusion of 
tongues and purposes. We are span- 
ning great stretches of water with 
marvelous bridges and mighty ships, 
but we are failing to span the chasms 
between men. 

We do well to look beyond the 
skyline and tune our ear to the voice 
of the prophet as he invokes us to 
seek the Eternal while he may be 
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New Years 
Greeting 


FROM 


The Officers and Staff of 
The Luther league of 
America 


Let us, as loyal Luther Leaguers, 
at the opening of this year, renew 
our energy, stir up our enthusiasm, 
and increase our earnestness in the 
service of our League and Christ’s 
Church. 


found, to discover his thoughts which 
are higher than our thoughts, and to 
work with Him for the establishment 
of His Kingdom of justice, good will 
and peace. 

While kingdoms are crashing and 
democracies are continually being 
subjected or threatened, the Chris- 
tian church has a message that bids 
men look beyond the mountains and 
thrones to the Eternal. 


The message that we all need con- 
tinually to preach is that God is love, 
that he loves the world enough to 
share in its struggles, that this world 
can be redeemed, as we work to- 
gether with Him, continuing to be 
faithful followers of Jesus Christ, 
praying and working for peace, es- 
caping fear by taking refuge in the 
mighty Fortress, knowing that what- 
ever God ordains is good. We need 
a faith in the power of the love of 
God to redeem and transform all 
persons until they can work with 
Him in extending His Kingdom. For 
the New Year, let us earnestly seek 
the fellowship of those who seek first 
the Kingdom of God and His right- 
eousness. Our Luther League fel- 
lowship should help us here. Next 
to companionship with God Himself, 
there is nothing that will bring out 
and develop the best within us, and 
enable us to render the highest pos- 
sible service, like companionship with 
those who are united in a group to 
forward the work of Christ’s church. 


If we are to work creatively 
throughout the year on the program 
of the Luther League we must have 
a group of likeminded persons with 
whom we share our experiences, our 
hopes, and our fears. The under- 
standing sympathy of such a group 
of young people brings inspiration 
and power because it brings that 
deeper communion with God that 
comes where two or three are gath- 
ered together in His Name. 


The fellowship of kindred minds 
makes more real the companionship 
with Jesus Christ and sends us out 
strong, courageous, and able to ac- 
complish “Always Christ’s Way” in 
our lives. 

For 1942, let us keep our faith in 
God and continue to let the shining 
banner of the cross of Christ chal- 
lenge us to go right in striving for 
what we know is of the highest and 
best beyond the skyline. Let St. Paul 
speak to us in Philippians 3:12-14: 


“Not as though I had already at- 
tained, either were already perfect; 
but I follow after, if that I may ap- 
prehend that for which also I am 
apprehended for Christ Jesus. Breth- 
ren, I count not myself to have ap- 
prehended: but this one thing I do, 
forgetting those things which are be- 
hind, and reaching forth unto those 
things which are before.’—P. M. K. 
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ANisstonary 


Missionary Day, January 25, 1942 


What a privilege to start the new 
year with opportunities to do some- 
thing for others. 

Yes, 12022 miles via. Bombay from 
India, spending forty days at sea, is 
a long trip for a missionary in 1941. 
This Miss Lilith Schwab undertook 
in order to come home on a fur- 
lough, and bring to us messages and 
the greetings of the Indian people. 

The following are a few facts given 
recently in an address by Miss 
Schwab: 


India has 189,059 baptized members. 


Forty-six thousand students taught 
in one year in Christian schools. 
About half of these come from Chris- 
tian homes. The other half still wor- 
ship idols. 


Most of the schools are mud huts . 


in which the teachers and children 
sit on the floor. They learn to write 
in the sand. 


Only about 28 per cent of the 
Christians can read and write. A pic- 
ture chart with words in Telugu are 
taken home by the school children 
and they teach their mothers, fathers 
and grandparents to read and write. 


They are also using St. John Gos- 
pel Bible Charts. India may have to 
face testing times, and if they have 
the word of God they will be able to 
carry on. 


Indian children do not have pencils 
with rubber erasers as we do in 
America. There are about 220-250 
children in the school where Miss 
Schwab teaches and at Christmas 
time she manages to have one pencil 
for each child as a gift from Ameri- 
ean friends. “From our American 
friends?” will be the question. “But 
they don’t know us!” Wouldn’t In- 
termediates enjoy sharing by sending 
pencils with erasers as a token of 
friendship? Instructions for sending 
these pencils will be found in the next 
issue of the Review. 


Another interesting fact being, in 
India they have buses, and on the 
side of each bus must be indicated 
the number of passengers in the bus. 
They have racks where passengers 
ride, but are not permitted, as well 
as hanging on the bus. When the 
tus gets to the village it is checked 
and the inspector calls out “all those 
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$70,000 and More 
For India 


By ELLA A. KAACK 


Chairman, Missionary Committee, 
The Luther League of America 


Theological Students and Faculty, Luthergiri Seminary 


on the racks and hanging on get off.’”’ 
They obey and walk through the vil- 
lage while the others ride. At the 
other end of the village the driver 
waits and again picks up his walking 
passengers. 
Miss Schwab said her only regret 
was that she hadn’t gone to India 
sooner so that she might have shared 
in the celebration of the 75th Anni- 
versary. After this celebration many 
youngsters were named Jubilee. 


What will they be named after the 
Centennial celebration? 


India is a land that loves pilgrim- 
ages. There are very few Indians 
who have not travelled up and down 
the land. Next year they will cele- 
brate with great pilgrimages. At 
Guntur and Rajahmundry pageants 
will be given as well as great religious 
services. 


India will bring her gifts. Each 
one will bring 100 coins, both large 
and small in value. A rupee for in- 
stance is worth thirty-five cents. The 
missionaries and the people of India 
started saving five years ago for the 
great celebration. India will see a 
woman carrying a child on her hip 
bringing 100 coins, each being worth 
one-sixth of a penny, which equals 


sixteen cents. Will God recognize 
this great gift of sacrifice? 


Won’t you then, Leaguers, join in 
this great celebration by bringing 
your coins (100 if possible) for the 
promotion of the work at the Lu- 
theran Theological Seminary, Luther- 
giri, Rajahmundry, India, which is 
our part of this great program? 


There has been prepared for you a 
program entitled “Salaam” written 
by Miss Alice Bunck, member of the 
Missionary Committee. A few copies 
of this program may be had free of 
charge for use on Missionary Sunday 
by writing to the Luther League of 
America, 1228 Spruce St., Philadel- 
phia, Pa. See January 25 topic mate- 
rial prepared by Dr. Dunkelberger, 
Missionary from India, also for use 
on Missionary Sunday. 


There is now available “Suggested 
Programs and Questions for Discus- 
sion” by Lilith Schwab and Nona M. 
Diehl based on “Then the Light 
Came” by Fred J. Fiedler. Price fif- 
teen cents. Can be secured by writ- 
ing to the Women’s Missionary So- 
ciety, 723 Muhlenberg Building, 1228 
Spruce St., Philadelphia, Pa. This 
book will be a great aid in your mis- 
sion discussion groups. 
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“3p AN ALPHABET SOCIAL ly 


Esther Bachofer and Connie Strandwitz 


Invitations 
On penny post cards or heavy mimeograph paper 
‘prepare invitations with an appropriate wording for the 
occasion to send to all members and prospective mem- 
bers of your Luther League. 


Posters 
The necessity for posters should be apparent to all 
wide-awake Leaguers. For an Alphabet Social the 
posters might bear the same message as the invitation, 
with letters of the alphabet in different colors scattered 
about the posters’ margins in irregular fashion, in order 
to add emphasis to the theme. 


Decorations 
Large card-board letters, placed at random, in a 
variety of colors, plus crepe paper streamers and light 
shades to harmonize, will serve as effective decorations 
for an Alphabet Social. 


Alphabet Mixer 

Let the group letter off from a to z. Then each one 
introduces the one to his right, using three adjectives be- 
ginning with the letter assigned him to describe the per- 
son being introduced. Thus the first might say, “This 
is Harry Long. He is active, awkward and angelic.” 
Then Mr. Long would introduce the next person, per- 
haps describing him as benevolent, bony and backward. 


Name Mixer 

Give to each one present a sheet of paper and a pen- 
cil and instruct him to write the letters of his own first 
and last name down the side of the paper and after each 
letter the full name of some one else present at the 
social whose first, last or middle name begins with the 
same letter. For example, if his first name is John, he 
must find someone whose first, last'or middle name be- 
gins with J, such as June. He must go to someone else 
for an O, such as Oscar, and for an H and N, etc., in- 
cluding the same name. : 


Jumbled Letters 

Write out words, then cut them up into single let- 
ters, giving the same number to each letter of a given 
word. For example, in the word “musicians” number 
each of the letters number one. Then all those holding 
number one are told to get together, discover what word 
they represent, and when the number is called out act 
the word as a charade and require the rest of the group 
to guess what they are illustrating. The numbers two, 
three, four, etc., are taken care of in the same manner, 
depending upon the attendance. Professions and general 
activities of almost any nature can be cleverly and easily 
imitated. : 


Moving Alphabet 
Two sets of the alphabet are prepared, one in red 
letters on white cardboard, the other in black letters. 
The players stand in two lines facitg each other, on 
opposite sides of the room. A set of the letters is given 
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each team, and they are distributed among the players. 
The leader stands at one end of the room and calls a 
word, for instance, “train.” Immediately the ‘players 
from each team who have the letters in that word run 
to the end of the room opposite the leader and stand in 
line holding up their cards so that they spell out the 
word. The side finishing first scores a point. It is well 
to prepare in advance a list of words in which the same 
letter does not occur twice. If there are fewer players 
than there are letters in the alphabet, the words must be 
kept within the limitation of the letters in use. The team 
scoring the highest number of points wins. Below find 
some suggestions: 


Holidays Clerk Fashion Numbers 
Published Stamp Mouse White 
Team Madison March Black 
United Polish Southern Central 
Zero Extra Country Peanut 


Letters Equal To Words 

The following questions are to be answered by one, 
two or three letters: 
What is jealousy? (N V) Envy. 
Statement of indebtedness. (I O U) I owe you. 
Part of the body. (I) Eye. 
A vegetable. (P) Pea. 
A girl’s name. (L C) Elsie. 
A common beverage. (T) Tea. 
A girl’s name. (LN) Ellen. 
A literary effort. (S A) Essay. 
An insect. (B) Bee. 
To behold. (C) See. 


Progressive Spelling 

To play progressive spelling, form a line and let the 
person at the head think of a word and announce the 
first letter of the word. The person next to him, think- 
ing of a word beginning with the same letter, announces. 
the second letter of that word. The third player, think- 
ing of a word beginning with the two letters already 
given, announces the third letter of that word, and so 
it goes until someone by chance or on compulsion com- 
pletes the word. In that case, he must go to the foot 
of the row, and his neighbor must begin a new series. 
To make this clear, suppose the leader begins with “c,” 
thinking of “cow.” “H” adds his neighbor, thinking of 
“church.” “I” adds the third player, thinking of “chisel.” 
“C” continues the fourth player, thinking of “chicken,” 
etc. No one wants to give the final letter but the unlucky 
player whose turn it is must add the letter and go to the 
foot. If anyone adds a letter without having in his mind 
a word in which the letter fits, he may, on being sus- 
pected, be challenged by some of the players and sent 
to the foot. In case, however, the challenge is based on 
a false suspicion, and the letter is found to fit into some 
word, then the challenger goes to the foot. 
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Refreshments 
Hamburgers on roll and coffee. 


Seven 


AN OLD FISHING STORY 


R. A. Goodman, Professor of Bible, Newberry College 


66 HINK you we'll cast nets today, Jacob?” que- 
ried his brother, half musing as he watched 
the sun come up over the hilly domain of 
Herod Philip, east of Lake Gennessaret. 

“Nay, Johannes. ’Tis a red sky this morning, and 
lowering, and I think the wind will rise from the east 
and chop up the bays too much,” opined Jacob, who 
was a judge of sorts of good fishing weather. “But 
we'd best make ready for wife Rachel said yesterday 
that the eats were running low at our house again.” 

“How’s the old skiff?” asked Johannes, “and the 
nets? Last we fished I noticed a leak in the stern of 
the old tub near the breadbox and that “whalloper” 
that got away damaged some of the meshes of our new 
net—cost five buck shekels of silver!” 

“I pitched that leak. You were to look to the net, 
you know, Johannes,” replied Jacob on their fifty-fifty 
basis of partnership. 

“That’s so, I was,” said Johannes, “but wife Leah 
pulled me with her way over to Capernaum to barter in 
the bazaar for some linen she heard was going cheap. 
And, Jacob, you should have been along with us! Never 
in a coney’s life have I seen such wonders or heard such 
sermons. I just clean forgot the net.” 

“How now! Who, and what?” asked Jacob, as he 
left off polishing his oars with mutton tallow while 
keeping an eye on the servants who were patching the 
old sail of the skiff. 

“That Rabbi, you remember, the one we met down 
at Bethabara when we were attending the Baptist’s rav- 
ings,’ went on Johannes. “Simon was there, too, and 
Andrew, and Philip was perhaps listening in. I do not 
exactly recall the rest.” 

“Yea, yea,” recalled Jacob, “and we felt at that time 
that he was a prophet, or, maybe, the very Messias 
Himself. The Baptist called Him ‘the Lamb of God,’ 
didn’t he? And Andrew reported that when he brought 
Simon to him the Rabbi spoke wonderfully to Simon 
about getting his name changed to Cephas someday. 
But whatever were you saying about Capernaum?” con- 
cluded Jacob. 

“Oh, wonderful!” continued his brother. “In the 
Synagogue the Rabbi made a mad man sane and sound 
as an oaken oar, and then he went to the house of 
Simon’s mother-in-law and cooled her of a hot fever. 
I wonder if Simon has heard of that! I was told also 
that over at Cana he had changed simple water to ex- 
cellent wine at a wedding and, more wonderfully, that 
he had cured Nobleman Zacchas’ son all the way from 
‘Cana, without taking the trouble to come to Capernaum 
to see the lad. And how he could speak of Moses and 
the prophets, telling us simple stories to help us better 
understand. I tell you, the crowds were astonished, and 
sO were wel” 

“It’s time a prophet were come,” thundered Jacob. 
“The land of Zabulon and of Nephtalim lies in the 
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shadow of death, very dark, overrun by these unclean 
Gentiles. The people are so poor and oppressed. Look 
you these rascally publicans, sinners every one of the 
tribe, imps of the greedy Romans, gather up the taxes 
so close that we’ve scarcely left us two changes of rai- 
ment, to say naught of doctor’s bills and such. Then, 
too, the scribes and Pharisees must have their tithes 
according to Moses’ law. Oh, woe to poor fishermen, 
such as we!” Here Jacob paused for breath as if for 
another keen blast at the evils of his day. 


“But I was asking you about fishing today,” put in 
Johannes, timely changing the bitter subject. 


“I don’t know, Johannes. Let’s ask Simon; he’s 
chief,” said Jacob. And they went off to find Simon. 
They were told by his wife that he had gone to the fish 
market. The stock was low and the prices up, they 
learned from Simon when they met him in front of the 
shop of his friend, the Tanner. Simon often dropped 
in to chat with the tanners. 

“What say, Simon, let’s go casting today,” urged 
Jacob, thinking of the new shekels he could spend hand- 
ily. His old sandals were getting pretty thin on the 
bottoms. 

“Nay, not today,” said Simon in his positive way 
of speaking. “No good, too much wind, an east wind 
at that. And the Moon’s dark, too. Fish are swimming 
far out and deep. If the wind hushes, maybe tonight 
we'll drag across the lake and catch the suckers com- 
ing out, and by the time we reach the shoals below 
Capernaum hauls ought to be good. Besides, the elders 
sit today on Nabal’s case of failure to tithe his mint 
and cummin, and we must judge this his most grievous 
fault.” 

Towards evening it looked better for fishing and 
expecting to be gone several days the fishermen packed 
some extra nets and a liberal supply of small barley 
loaves baked especially for such trips by Andrew’s good 
wife. They were stepping on board the skiff. “Nay, 
Sammy, you can’t go along this time,” said Simon’s wife 
to her little ten-year-old. lad. 

“Why can’t I, Mommy?” complained the boy. 

“Next time, if you’ll be good. Lake’s too rough for 
a small boy tonight, and you need to learn your Law 
quiz better for next Sabbath,” she added to the promise. 

Out on Gennessaret three or four furlongs, they 
slacked the skiff’s sail and cast the net overboard for a 
try. “You, Jake, and you, Johannes, rest your ship. Andy 
and I will make a haul round here for luck,” ordered 
Simon. “All together now! Swing her round! Tsch, 
tsch! Hey, Mike,’—to Jacob’s servant—“swim out and 
untangle those pesky bobs,” he roared over the swish- 
ing waters. “Bad luck to begin with,” he muttered to 
himself, doubtful of the venture. 

The circle was made. “Up now! Pull in the bot- 
tom rope!” Simon doing all the shouting as usual. “Care- 
ful! Pull hard! Hard, I tell you! There, there!” 
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But the heave was empty, save for weeds and trash 
stirred up by the day’s wind. Not a fin! But Johannes 
noticed some minnows slipping through the meshes and 
remarked that they were signs of nearby fish, but which 
way were the minnows running? Who could tell where 
the school of big fish was swimming? 

“Where can the chubs be?” asked Andrew, scratch- 
ing his head and half to himself. 

“Certain, not round here,” laughed one of the serv- 
ants. “They’ve gone to school, is my guess, or maybe 
to a fish feast.” 

“Or fast,’ chuckled another servant. 

“Bosh!” snorted Simon. 

After other casts and hauls without luck, Johannes 
slipped his skiff alongside the other and suggested a 
rest and lunch until the moon rose. All willingly agreed, 
for hauling nets in the deep waters is a man’s job. So 
lashing the boats together, the hungry men drew out a 
few loaves, a dried fish each, with figs and pomgranates. 
But rough fishermen as they were, they were God-fear- 
ing men, and al- 
though they had 
taken no fish that 
night, yet what 
they had to eat was 
a gift from the 
Lord God, the God 
of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, and of 
Moses. Before eat- 
ing, they bowed 
their heads while 
the strong, vibrant 
voice of Simon, 
their leader, rose 
over, the waves of 
the ancient lake as 
he lifted his hands 
toward heaven, 
quoting the beloved 
Psalmist, “The eyes 
of all wait upon 
thee; and thou giv- 
est them their meat 
in due season.” 

“In due season,” they mused, “perhaps early in the 
morning, on the morrow.” Such is faith. Meat they, 
as men, must have. But the shore was some way off yet 
and the events of that tomorrow lay all unrevealed to 
them. 

And so eating, they talked fishermen talk. “’Mem- 
ber that great catch we made over close to Gergesa 
last month?” recalled Andrew. “Twenty and eight beau- 
ties of two shekels weight each.” Rubbing his horny 
hands together, he vowed he would be content with 
half such luck this night. 

“Yea, hi, ho!” laughed Mike, the servant, “the big- 
gest one flopped over the net. ’Most smacked. little 
Sammy outen the skiff. That boy! Ho, ho! His eyes 
’most popped out. Had to fish his cap outen the water.” 

“Johan saw our Bethabara Rabbi in Capernaum 


this week,” said Jacob to Simon. 

“So-o-o!” returned Simon. 

“Why, miracles, and crowds, and words. Such 
words!” continued Jacob. “Eh, Johannes! You tell Stoney 
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To Simon’s deep base grunts, Johannes recited what 
he had seen and heard in Capernaum, and added, “The 
multitudes hung on his speech, and rumor has it that 
the Teacher of Nazareth might make his way down the 
shore as far as Herod Antipas’ wicked Roman city 
Tiberias.” 

“Think you we may see him tomorrow?” asked 
Andrew as he stuck his oar into the now quiet sea 
glistening under the newly risen moon and pulled away 
on their serious business of fishing. 


Casting again and again, the Bethsaida fishermen 
drew close to the shore of the lake about midway be- 
tween Tiberias and Capernaum near the town of Mag- 
dala. But not a sucker did they take for all their trou- 
ble. “Surely the shiners will be feeding in the shoals,” 
hoped Jacob, as they drew into a small bay. The sun 
had now lit up old Hatton’s Horns above the fog-cov- 
ered shore. 

“Let’s try a dip in that slough this side that big, 
gray rock,” suggesed Simon, who had been silent quite 
some time. Was 
he thinking on 
Bathbara, the Bap- 
tist, and the Rabbi? 
“Thou shalt be 
called Cephas— 
Peter—a Stone,” 
the Rabbi had said 
gravely to him. 
“This place never 
fails. I remember 
fishing here many 
times with my fa- 
ther years ago.” 
But they brought 
up the net with ex- 
actly—nothing. A 
few more drags 
over the stony 
shoals and it was 
sun-up over the Sea 
of Tiberias. The 
surface, smooth as 
glass, reflected per- 
fectly the disk of 
the rising sun above Gilead’s bare hills. A glorious 
morning! The mists were soon gone and the tired fisher- 
men who had toiled all night and had taken no fish 
gave up. 

Johannes, the youngest, first called it off. “I say, 
Simon, what you know about where fish don’t swim 
would make a good size roll on fishing facts for rainy- 
day reading,” he bantered. 

Simon did not reply, but called to Andrew and 
Jacob to beach the skiffs. The small flapping sails were 
lowered and the oars stored inside the rims of the boats. 

Jumping into the shallows, they shoved the light 
boats up on the sands. The servants were ordered to 
drag the nets ashore and spread them out to dry after 
shaking them clean in the shallows. 

“This is no party to boast of when we get back 
to Bethsaida,’ grumbled Jacob. 

“We're not back yet,’ observed Andrew with as- 
surance belonging to a tried fisherman. ‘““When did we 
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TALKING 


Of universal interest from babyhood to the grave, 
bells have had a great influence upon mankind. Their 
history reaches back into obscurity. We find the first 
Biblical reference to bells in a description in Exodus 
of the priestly robe. Bronze bells were found in the 
ancient palace of Nimrod. They were used in India 
and China long before they were known in Europe. 


Both primitive and highly civilized people have long 
used bells in their daily lives and in various ceremonies. 
The infant has a bell attached to his rattle for his amuse- 
ment, and as he grows he becomes familiar with the 
school bell, clock bell, dinner bell, fire alarm bell, train 
bell, ship bell, and many other bells including the all 
important Church bell. During the middle ages, it was 
chiefly through bells that soldiers were summoned, help 
procured and people were aroused, and it was therefore 
said that the person who pulled the bell ruled the town. 


In civilized times they have not only been used for 
social and religious affairs, but also at a great many 
important historical events, such as the ringing of the 
famous Liberty Bell. 


Treasured at the Washington Headquarters in New- 
burgh is a small bell weighing 25 pounds. Its inscrip- 
tion informs us that it was made in Amsterdam, Holland, 
in 1716. It was sent to the settlers at Newburgh in 
1719. As they had no church building, the bell was lent 
to the Lutheran Church at New York, and it called these 
Knickerbockers to their worship, rang in their weddings 
and tolled at their funerals until 1733. At that time the 
Newburghers built a church and the bell was hung in 
its steeple. Most of the famous towers of the world owe 
their existence to the bell, which has also had a great in- 
fluence on architecture, especially that of Churches. 


One of the best known and oldest customs con- 
nected with Church bells is ‘Curfew.’ Although he did 
not introduce this custom, it was first enforced by Wil- 
liam the Conqueror in England. The ringing of the 
“Curfew” meant that all lights and fires must be out 
by 8 P. M. This order was probably given to prevent 
nocturnal gatherings contrary to his interest. 


Bells speak to man and have swayed his emotions 
throughout the ages. The type and tempo of the tone 
they peal sways him to sorrow, to joy, to alarm, and 
their greatest call is the call to worship God as they 
ring from the Church spires of the world. 


Amid the din of noisemakers, whistles, gun firing, 
and general hilarity, comes the sweet toned bell of the 
Church on New Year's Eve, calling mankind to enter 
the New Year in the house of God in communion with 
God. We hear them ring out the call to prayer and 
as Christians our prayer should be: 
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“Another year is dawning, 
Dear Master, let it be — 

In working or in waiting, 
Another year with Thee.” 

The Luther League of America is striving to assist 
youth to hear these Church bells more clearly amid 
the din, hilarity and confusion of a sin sick world. Show 
that you want them to hear the call of the Church bells 
by sending in your contribution of one dollar or five 
dollars or more to the Sustaining Membership Fund, 
405 Muhlenberg Building, Philadelphia, Penna. 

—MILDRED GARTELMANN, Chairman 
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One of the major emphases today 
in young people’s work is the art of 
Christian living. Some workers with 
young people feel that the major em- 
phasis with youth should be placed 
in the practical problems which 
young people face in the world today, 
in such realms as world peace, race 
relations, economics and so forth. Ac- 
tual workers in this field, and the 
young people themselves are becom- 
ing more and more convinced that 
problems in these areas cannot be 
solved until there is adequate ad- 
vancement in living as Christian indi- 
viduals. 


Many young people are asking for 
help at this particular point. They 
feel inexperienced, inadequate in 
themselves, and they frequently ex- 
press a desire for power greater than 
themselves which will motivate them 
and stabilize them as they work on 
some of these so-called “practical” 
problems. Incidentally, young people 
expect the Church to tell them how 
this power may be acquired. Where 
can they turn for help in the spiritual 
side of life except to the Church? 


Leaders of young people and young 
people themselves will be wise if they 
pay particular attention to this part 
of the program. The topics for Jan- 
uary will be most helpful in finding 
out where these sources of strength 
are found as we forward march in the 
program of living the Christian life 
and through such living be able to 
solve the practical problems. It may 
be possible that some of our groups 
will have to start with the considera- 
tion of what is lacking in our Chris- 
tian living today. These groups will 
doubtless discover that some young 
people do not understand how the 
deep resources of spiritual strength 
may be tapped, of how the teachings 
of Jesus may be applied to relation- 
ships between people, how other 
young people may be definitely chal- 
lenged to become followers of Christ, 
and how the Church may be strength- 
ened as an agency through which 
Christians may work today. The 
topics for this month should have 
serious attention as they will help us 
greatly in finding out the resources 
of spiritual strength to live a life of 
service. 
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Finding the Open Door 


The master who gave his unquali- 
fied, unlimited commission—“Go ye 
into all the world and preach the 
Gospel to every creature’—could eas- 
ily have qualified and limited it, if he 
had not meant that it should be un- 
qualified and unlimited. 


We have no more right to conclude 
that only a few Christians are called 
to go into all the world to preach 
the Gospel than we have to assume 
that the only door of obedience to 
His Commission is entered by the 
actual purchase of a steamship ticket 
to some foreign port. 


We should lay on the heart of 
every member the individual obliga- 
tion to the great commission, then 
help each one to find his open door 
of opportunity. League age is proper 
time to begin thinking in earnest 
about this open door. 


“Your Career in Business,” Walter 
Hoving (Duell, Sloan and Pierce, 
price $2). A concrete practical guide 
to (a) finding the right job and (b) 
making good at it by an outstand- 
ingly successful business man. Here 
is probably the most practical book 
ever written on how to land and hold 
the right job—how to win a raise— 
how to get out of a rut—how to be 


New 


1228 Spruce Street 


Christian Living— 
A Major Emphasis 


Book Reviews 


happier and more useful in your job 
—how to utilize your capacities to the 
full—how to develop yourself into a 
bigger and more successful person. 


Walter Hoving, the author, is a 
Brown graduate, twice an All-Ameri- 
can football selection, former Execu- 
tive Vice-President of the R. H. 
Macy and Co., a Vice-President of 
Montgomery Ward and Co., and. to- 
day President of Lord and Taylor 
and the Fifth Avenue Association. 
Mr. Hoving is the ideal person to 
advise modern youth on how to make 
the first adult gesture, toward life, 
that of getting a job. 


“Honest Answers to Honest Ques- 
tions,” S. Ralph Harlow (Abingdon, 
price $1.00). A frank discussion of 
social and religious problems created 
by rapidly changing customs and 
ethics. It observes life and observes 
the processes of history. It gives 
just what its title indicates; honest 
answers to honest questions—practi- 
cal questions that are repeatedly 
asked by young people in this and 
other lands. Among these questions 
are: Is it ever right to lie? Should 
we always honor our parents? Should 
a Protestant marry a Roman Catho- 
lic? What shall we do on Sunday? 
What do you mean by religion? And 
does God have a purpose for my life? 
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A New Year’s gift for yourself or your friends. Why not? And 
what could be more pleasing for a really happy (in the best sense of 
that word) New Year than the Luther League Review? 
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(Subscriptions Payable in Advance) 
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Eleven 


For Your Reading... 


“THE SEED AND THE SOIL” 
By Richard Terrill Baker 

“The Seed and the Soil’ presents the problems fac- 
ing the world today, how and why these problems came 
into being, and a possible solution for them. 

The author depicts the life of a boy born into a 
world emerging from the victory of war. A world that 
was to become the easy generation, starting out big and 
brave, fairly bursting with the joys of those wartime 
harvests. 

The mood was lost to this generation about the time 
Gens, the boy, attended college. The crash of 1929 
changed that carefree lot into a nervous, jittery, in- 
secure youth who felt the sting of greed holding greed 
in check because they were jobless, hungry and de- 
pressed. From this era Gens passed through times when 
CCC camps, new labor laws, Nazi methods, Pacifism, 
and finally a second world war brought his generation 
to believe they had to live in a world where there was 
no peace. However, out of this world of chaos one solu- 
tion appeared on the horizon. Soon arose the hope of 
bringing Christian fellowship to people whose leaders had 
taught them to hate—the hope of introducing teamwork 
into society and throwing off their refusal to work and 
think together—to let the law of love stir mankind to 
move up into a society larger than the nation—to build 
a world government that would be a true democracy. 

Gens knew there must be some sound basis on 
which to construct this new world. The only answer 
could be Christian brotherhood. He knew to lead the 
way was a spiritual task. His generation must know 
their times and see life’s purpose through God. 


We must admit Mr. Blake’s solution to the problem 
facing the world today is a logical, inspiring solution, 
and a very interesting one. 

—By ELAINE SHAKERLEY 


“THE KEEPER OF THE KING’S INN” 
By Robert Harris Gearhart, Jr.—Price 75 cents 

The latest from the press of the United Lutheran 
Publication House, this little volume is an example of 
the most attractive in modern smallbook (514x734) styl- 
ing. Its cover (blue paper covered boards) bears a pic- 
ture in full color of a bedouin scene. A complete page 
sized copy of the same picture is used as a frontispiece. 
Four other appropriate drawings in black and white 
illustrate the book. All the art work is that of Mrs. 
Mary Sturmer Jones. From the standpoint of typography 
alone the volume has strong eye-appeal. 


The story is one woven of strands of fact and fic- 
tion. The facts are derived from the Old Testament; 
the fiction is a product of the fertile imagination of the 
author. The time span of this tale, told in less than 75 
pages, covers the period, 1100 B.C. to 4 B.C. Each of 
the eight short chapters is preceded by a short-short 
sketch of the main events of the period in history cov- 
ered by the action of the story. From the days of 
David's youth as a shepherd lad, through the period of 
his last days and the foul treachery of his beloved Ab- 
salom (used in its Hebraic form, Ab-Shallom, to em- 
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phasize its meaning, “Prince of Peace”) to the coming 
of the true “Prince of Peace” runs this fascinating ac- 
count of an old, old story, yet one ever new. 

In the days of old King David’s distress, one Bar 
Zillai, whose life the boy shepherd once had saved from 
a lion, ministered to him and his in their need. When 
David was restored to power he rewarded the house of 
Bar Zillai with a share in his own inheritance, a place 
on a hill overlooking Bethlehem. There the King’s Inn 
was kept through the long years by the descendants of 
Chimham, thumbless grandson of Bar Zillai. There, 
too, was kept alive a hope of a coming “Prince of Peace.” 
Read the story for the rest of this tale and for the 
wealth of colorful detail which makes it so interesting. 

This is not the writer’s first book venture. He has 
several others to his credit, largely the fruit of his work 
with students in Philadelphia’s institutions of higher 
learning. However, this story, which he calls a Christ- 
mas Interlude, is his first work of this kind to appear 
in print. He handles his subject most interestingly. 
Vivid word-pictures appear on every page. His graphic 
style is sure to win for his story an eager and ever 
larger circle of readers. Its simplicity of style will make 
it equally suitable as a gift for youth or adults at any 
season, but especially at the blessed Christmastide. It 
has all the charm of a good story well told. In kind and 
quality it compares favorably with Henry Van Dyke’s 
“Other Wise Man.” May it prove equally as popular! 

—WILLIAM J. DUCKER 


A CHRISTIAN IMPERATIVE 
By Roswell P. Barnes—Price 60 cents 

Through all this dark, chaotic time one steady beam 
pierces its ray; the Christian faith. 

When puppet institutions have crumbled, when shal- 
low rivers have run dry, the church can lead the way 
through faith to a restoration of world order. 

Asia to America. The pounding pulse that these 
hearts beat must respond to the trials and sufferings of 
all men of this our world. All are the children of God. 

As Christians we cannot close our eyes and ears © 
to obligations that fall to us naturally by way of our 
faith. The Christian today, no matter how far removed 
from suffering he may seem, has work of tremendous 
value to perform. His is the task of not only under- 
standing world conditions, but of knowing what he can 
do to contribute to world order. 

“A Christian Imperative,” by Roswell P. Barnes, is 
a thorough and fascinating study of. our international 
malady from the viewpoint of the Christian, and desig- 
nates to him his place in: this world of strife. 

Intelligently, and in an interesting fashion, the au- 
thor discusses every phase of individual, community, 
national and world ailment, and considers what is most 
needed in our world today, and what we as individuals 
can do to help produce the desired results. 

The individual Christian is constantly kept in mind 
and an endeavor is made to point to him the path lead- 
ing to Christian action. 

Plentiful with substantiating quotations, styled after 
a most readable fashion, and vibrating with fruitful sug- 
gestions, and information, it becomes the guide of the 
Christian in understanding and maintaining his Position 
in this dark hour of dread. 

—VIRGINIA F. JONES 
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CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 


RUTH L. BLACKBURN 


Born, Atchison, Kansas. 


Graduate of Topeka (Kansas) High School and of 
Strickler’s Topeka Business College. 


Employee of the Council of Church Boards of 
Education, Washington, D. C. 
President, Young Women’s Congress, Maryland Synod, 
1937-1940. 
Corresponding Secretary, Maryland Synodical Luther 
League, 1937-1941. 
Washington District President, 1941-1942. 
Washington District Second Vice-President, 1940-1941. 
Washington District Educational Secretary, 1940-1941. 
Washington District Missionary Secretary, 1937-1939. 
Member Luther Place Memorial Church, 
Washington, D. C. 
Member Luther Place Church Choir. 
Superintendent, Primary Department, Luther Place. 
Active Member of Luther Place Young People’s Luther 
League: 
Life Service Secretary, 1940-1941. 
Missionary Secretary, 1937-1938. 
Member of Program Committee, 1935-1936. 
Recording Secretary of the Washington Christian 
Endeavor Union, 1935-1937. 
Member, Young People’s Fellowship Council, Luther 
Place, 1936-1938. 
Member, World Service Missionary Society, Luther 
Place, 1934. 


BETTER PLANNING 
To help you in planning for better devotional meet- 
ings, why not subscribe to “Luther League Topics” and 
the “Intermediate Quarterly Helps?” Bulk subscriptions 
are available at reduced rates. Order Now! 
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HEYER CENTENNIAL HYMN 
(Tune: “O Zion, Haste’’) 


Lord, who dost summon men to worldwide labors, 

Thanks be to Thee for Thine obedient Son 

Who thought no distance great for human neighbors, 
And crossed the seas that Thy will might be done. 


Refrain: 


Send men to serve Thee, brave mission souls, 
Men who will carry the Gospel to the poles. 


Down through the ages, saints have seen the vision— 
Vision of all men brought into Thy fold; 

And though they suffered hardship and derision, 
Theirs was a ptize of greater worth than gold. 


Grant that for these who sought to do Thy pleasure, 
Labor for sinners has not been in vain; 

Grant we may take from them the priceless treasure, 
And for Thy glory, follow in their train. 


This hymn was written by William A. Dudde in 
connection with the centennial observance of “Father” 
C. F. Heyer’s trip to India as the first overseas mission- 
ary of the Lutheran Church in America. It was first 
sung October 15, 1941, at a special service in the Luth- 
eran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia commemo- 
rating Father Heyer’s departure for India. Additional 
copies can be secured from the Seminary News Bureau.. 


BROTHERHOODS STUDY THE WHOLE WORK 
OF THE CHURCH 


New Topics Announced for 1942 


During 1942 members of the Brotherhood of the 
United Lutheran Church will be studying topics that 
are closely related to the Calendar of Causes and the 
Church Year. Under the general title “Christian Tasks 
for Brotherhood Men” the following monthly studies 
will engage the attention of the men of the Church: 

January: “Saving the World for Christ.” 

February: “Strengthening the Home Church” 

March: “Deepening Christian Loyalties” 

April: “Developing Christian Leaders” 

May: “Promoting Christian Life Service” 

June: “Preparing Youth for Christian Work” 

July: “Developing Christian Character Through 

Recreation” 

August: “Strengthening Family Life” 

September: ‘‘Vitalizing Christian Education” 

October: “Aiding the Needy” 

November: “Supporting the Church” 

December: “Glorifying God Through 

Purse” 


Lips and 


Meeting of Executive Committee 


The Executive Committee of The Luther 
League of America will hold its annual meeting in 
Philadelphia, Jauary 19th and 20th. All matters 
to be brought to the attention of the Executive 
Committee should be in the hands of the Executive 
Secretary by the first of January. 
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A CENTENNIAL PRAYER FOR 
FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Rosh Hashanah is the Jewish New Year. A prayer 
for that day, written more than 1200 years ago, whose 
author is unknown, has been recited at the New Year 
services for more than seven centuries. Just as we in- 
terpret the prayers and promises of the Old Testament 
Psalms in the light of the revelation of God in His in- 
carnate Son, the promised Messiah of Israel, the Saviour- 
King of all men and nations, so if we use the traditional 
Rosh Hashanah prayer with Jesus Christ in mind as 
the fulfillment of all the law and the prophets, we find 
in it a beautiful expression of Christian faith and hope. 
As thus Christianized the Rosh Hashanah prayer reads 
as follows, and becomes a most suitable poetic prayer for 
our Foreign Mission Centennial. 


All the world, O Christ, shall come to serve Thee, 
And bless Thy glorious Name, 

And Thy righteousness triumphant 

The islands shall acclaim. 


And the peoples shall go seeking 

Who knew Thee not before, 

And the ends of earth shall praise Thee, 
And tell Thy greatness o’et. 


They shall build for Thee their altars, 
Their idols overthrown, 

And thetr graven gods shall shame them, 
As they turn to Thee alone. 


They shall worship Thee at suntise, 
And feel Thy Kingdom’s might, 
And impart theit understanding 
To those astray in night. 


They shall testify Thy greatness, 
And of Thy power speak, 

And extol Thee, shtined, uplifted, 
Beyond man’s highest peak. 


And with reverential homage, 

Of love and wonder born, 

With the ruler’s crown of beauty 
Thy head they shall adorn. 


With the coming of Thy Kingdom 
The hills shall break into song 
And the islands laugh exultant 
That they to God beiong. 


And all their congregations 

So loud Thy praise shall sing, 
That the uttermost peoples, hearing, 
Shall hail Thee crowned King, 


HOUR BY HOUR 


God broke our years to hours and days, that 
Hour by hour 
And day by day, 
We might be able all along 
To keep quite strong. 
Should all the weight of life 
Be laid across our shoulders, and the future, rife 
With woe and struggle, meet us face to face 
At just one place, 
We could not go; 
Our feet would stop; and so 
God lays a little on us every day. 
And never, I believe, on all the way, 
Will burdens bear so deep 
Or pathways lie so steep 
But w2 can go, if by God’s power, 
We only bear the burden by the hour. 
—GEORGE KLINGLE 
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ALWAYS CHRIST’S WAY 


“Have you and I : 
Stood silent, as with Christ, apart from joy and fear 
Of life, to see by faith His face; 

To look, if but for a moment, at its grace, 
And grow by brief companionship, more true, 
More nerved to lead, to dare, to do 

For Him at any cost? Have we today 
Found time, in thought our hand to lay 

In His and thus compare 

His will and ours, and weat 

The impress of His wish? Be sure 

Such contact will endure 

Throughout the day; will help us walk erect 
Through storm and flood; detect f 
Within the hidden life, sin’s dross, its strain; 
Revive a thought of love for Him again; 
Steady the steps that waver; help us see 

The footpath meant for you and me.” 


LUTHERAN FILM SERVICE 

Lutheran Film Service, organized by the Rev. John 
W. Gable, Richmond, Ill, is an attempt to make the 
church conscious of the powers and values which lie in 
the use of visual aids, especially the motion picture. By 
culling out and rejecting the flickering, scratched, and 
out-of-date films offered on the markets of today, a real 
service is rendered the church. A catalogue gives ade- 
quate accurate descriptions of over 100 films usable for 
religious education and worship purposes. Films avail- 
able on foreign mission lands are included with a group 
on social problems and life. 

A distinctly valuable part of the service is the offer 
to give a “frank opinion” on any film for which it is 
requested. This should serve to prevent the disappoint- 
ment coming from “blind booking” of under-par films. 


It is reported that great strides are being taken in 
the production of new and very satisfactory films for 
church use. The Lutheran Synodical Conference has 
just completed a new picture entitled “The Power of 
God” and rated as very good by those who have seen 
it. A producer in Hollywood is well on the way toward 
turning out a complete series of Bible subjects. It should 
not be long now until good films on most religious 
subjects should be obtainable. 

One way that the production of good new pictures 
can be stimulated is by the extensive use of the best of 
those pictures now available. Luther Leagues should 
inquire into the possibilities of using motion pictures in 
their programs. A 16 millimeter projector can generally 
be borrowed or plans laid to purchase one on a pay as 
you go basis. Then a series of films should be selected 
and ordered well in advance. The topic can center 
around the subject matter of the picture. Such a pro- 
gram used throughout the year should prove very ef- 
fective and worthwhile. Pastor Gable will be glad to 
consult with Leagues and advise them in laying their 
plans. Let the church avail itself of this modern medium 
through which to tell its message. 


A Special Pageant for Missionary Day 
“SALAAM” 
written by Alice Bunck. Free copies may be pro- 
cured by writing to The Luther League of Amer- 
ica, 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. The 
pageant has twelve characters and has been ar- 
ranged for presentation by the three age-groups. 
ea 
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SENIOR and YOUNG PEOPLE’S TOPICS 
Penior Topics For January 


January 4, 1942 
Second Sunday after Christmas 


STEERING OR DRIFTING 


I Corinthians 9 :24-27 


Rev. August W. Gruhn, Des Moines, 


Iowa 


Prepare to Live 

A friend of mine began the other day to build a 
house. He said to me when he began to build, “I am 
going to build a modest house, but I will build of the 
finest materials that there are to be had.” I said, “Oh.” 
He said, “Yes.” He began to build the house. Soon I 
became amazed at the exact way in which the plans for 
that new home were being carried out. Every piece of 
material that came from the lumber yard was stamped 
with a special seal of inspection. There wasn’t a knot 
in a beam, or joist anywhere. Everything was, as he 
said, of the finest stock. Every piece was cut to fit 
somewhere. Every detail had been so thoroughly 
planned that there was no overlapping or skimping on 
anything in that house. 

One lesson I learned from the building of that home 
was that if I were facing the beginning of my life all 
over again, I would order the finest stock to be found. 
I would begin by asking myself many questions. I would 
put myself off in the corner somewhere and go over 
my qualities, my aims, my ambitions, my ideals, from 
top to bottom and through and through. I wouldn't leave 
a corner of my life untouched anywhere. I would want 
only the finest to go into my life’s plan. 

I think I would ask myself very earnestly if I bad 
any moral quality. It would be important to me to know 
whether at some place in middle life, one of my moral 
weaknesses would wreck the whole structure of my 
building. I would want to make sure that my life could 
stand up to God’s expectations for a Christian individual. 


A Goal 

Then I think I would want to know if my life had 
a goal. It would seem useless to me to begin life without 
knowing which way I wanted to go. I wouldn’t want to 
end life in some quagmire or quicksand of frustration. 
This life of mine would have to hold itself to a certain 
objective, and I would make sure of wanting that goal 
before I struck out for it. If my goal were to be a fine 
Christian life, as an example to others, I wouldn’t want 
to have anything else in life that would knock me off 
my course. 

An Ideal 

After deciding what aims I wanted to reach in life, 
I would then find some person who possessed the quali- 
ties most necessary for attaining that end. I would set 
up an ideal. If I wanted to become a leader of men, 
I would study the lives of those who had attained great 
leadership. If I were to become a soldier I would have 
Pershing, or Wellington, or Washington before my 
mind’s eye. If I wanted to be a servant of people, I 
would most certainly keep before me the ideal of Christ, 
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or Kagawa, or Stanley Jones, or Dr. George Washing- 
ton Carver. To achieve means to be able to dream. It 
is well to place before you the example of someone who 
has attained what you hope to reach. 


A Plan 

But I would not be satisfied with just coming up 
to what someone else had already achieved at some 
time in life. I would want to use the finest examples 
of history and everyday life as a foundation upon which 
to build my own plans. No use in making the old mis- 
takes of the past over again. No architect would think 
of building a house without a plan of the finished prod- 
uct in every detail. You couldn’t build a house that way, 
or a boat, or a good and effective life. The last thing 
in the world I would want to do, is to leave the success 
of my life up to chance. I would want to have some 
definite plan of achieving the goals I had in mind. 
It would not do any harm to be very practical about it. 
I would consult with experienced men and women on 
the subject of planning my future. I would want to 
know from year to year, and day to day, just how I 
stood in achieving that which I had set before me. The 
planned life is usually the effective life. 


Meeting Up With Life 

After taking stock of myself, my objectives, and 
abilities, I would then begin to size up the world about 
me. I would be eager to know just what kind of a world 
I would be expected to get along with. Studying the 
trends and movements of the times, would be only part 
of my inspection of life about me. Some of the ques- 
tions I would ask myself about life would be: Is my 
outlook world wide, or is it confined to national or com- 
munity limits? Am I satisfied with the policy of my gov- 
ernment towards the rest of the world? What can I do 
in the present world need to help my church be more 
useful? 

No use in just calling life crazy, or upside-down, 
or mixed-up, without having some idea of how to attack 
the problems of the day. No use just saying that people 
are smug and selfish, or else vicious and hateful-just 
remonstrating won’t help anyone—you have got to be 
able to get down to terms with people and conditions 
and movements. That is why I would want to know 
what life about me is like. If I were to become a doc- 
tor, it would be necessary to know the real problems 
confronting medicine and then perhaps I would be 
in a better position to be able to give my life effectively. 
If I want to try to be an effective Christian, I would 
want to know where and in what manner Christian lives 
are most needed. It would not be easy to come to a 
complete understanding of the kind of world we live in, 
but it would certainly be helpful, in planning to steer 
my course through it. 


Delivering the Goods 
We have been talking about taking stock of our 
own lives as well as the world about us. Now how 
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about delivering the goods? Some people say that oppor- 
tunities for achievement are gone. All you need to do 
is to look around a bit and you will see thousands of 
things yet not done. I would make up my mind to 
mean business in accomplishing my objectives. Accord- 
ing to the words of St. Paul, I would not become en- 
tangled in the affairs of this world. I would not want 
my body to get out of hand; that is, I would want to 
have full possession of my emotions. My will I would 
want to have completely in hand, and I would want a 
desire for right things. Anything else would be to have 
my body, will, and emotions become ‘“impedimenta.” 


If My Stock Is Poor— 

We began by saying that we would take stock of 
ourselves, our world, and our possibilities. Now what 
if the lumber for our structure has been found to be 
faulty, if our stock is poor? Why, I would order stock 
from higher up; I would start doing business with God. 
He has the answer for all our weaknesses, it is God who 
an give to us an “incorruptible crown of life.’ The 
only way to get God’s approval on our building of life, 
and to receive His crown, is to have the stock that 
comes from His eternal storehouse. 


January 11, 1942 
First Sunday after the Epiphany 
MAKING THE HOME PLEASANT— 


JOSEPH AND MARY 
Luke 2:51, 52 

Rev. Milton A. Haker, Lindstrom, Minnesota 
This subject will always be a practical one for all 
of us, since so large a part of our lives is lived within 
the home. At present it is in the home founded by our 
‘parents. Some day it will be in a home over which we 
ourselves preside. Christian home life is the bulwark 
of society and the strength of the nation. We must seek 

to preserve it and strengthen its foundations. 


I—The So Called ‘Silent Years” of Jesus’ Life 

As a matter of historical record, we know very 
little indeed of the life of our Lord from birth to ma- 
turity. We read of the flight of the holy family into 
Egypt; of their return to Nazareth; and of their visit 
‘to the temple when Jesus was twelve years old. Aside 
from these references, we are not told in Scripture what 
Jesus was doing during His youth. But on the principle 
that “as the twig is bent, so the tree will be inclined,” 
we are justified in deducing many things as to His 
early home life and training. The man who at thirty 
emerged from the obscurity of His native village in the 
hills of Galilee was conditioned and determined to a 
large degree by the early nurture and influences of 
home life, just as every other boy or girl is. We are 
the product of our early training plus heredity. Jesus 
was no different in these essential respects, as to His 
human nature. Humanly, He was influenced in His 
growth and development by the life of the Home, and 
the personalities of Joseph and Mary. 

II—Life in a Galilean Village 

Life was simple, of course, in Nazareth. Men prac- 
ticed their trades or farmed the land. Industry con- 
sisted of “home trades.” The carpenter had his shop 
at home. The shoemaker and candlestick maker were 
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likewise artisans who had learned their trades as appren- 
tices, and now practiced them right at home. Joseph 
was a carpenter, and Jesus very likely learned the trade 
in this manner. Here He also learned lessons of in- 
dustry, diligence, honest workmanship, carefulness and 
attention to detail. The modern educational principle 
is that we learn best by doing. If that be true, the 
system under which Jesus was trained was a good one, 
for He learned not only how to use a hammer, saw 
and square, but He also learned lessons for later living. 

Mary, His mother, also taught Him much. There 
were errands to run, water to bring from the village 
well, and perhaps some forms of “house-work” to be 
done. They may have had goats to milk and other ani- 
mals to feed and manage. In such simple ways life 
went on peacefully and happily for the boy Jesus. 

He also learned from His playmates. His life was 
normal. He was healthy and strong. His mind was 
keen and alert. He must have been a leader of the 
“sang.” Boys then were no different than boys of today. 
They played together in the marketplace. There were 
quarrels sometimes, for Jesus later referred to the play 
and quarrels of children by way of illustration. It is a 
known fact that next to the influence of parents and 
the home comes that of playmates and the school. 


III—Jesus’ Formal and Informal Education 

The parents sent their son to the synagogue school 
where he learned to read and write, the chief text book 
being the Torah or Old Testament Book of the Law. 
But in addition to this formal education, Jesus was 
taught in the Home. Parents were not too busy then 
to sit down in the evening and tell their children Bible 
stories. They taught Him the lessons of God in Nature— 
How God cares for all His creatures—How He feeds 
the birds and clothes the lilies in splendor. They taught 
Him to pray. 

All this, we must admit, is conjecture, yet it is 
based on what we know of life at that time, and is in 
harmony with what we know of Jesus as a man. His 
affection for Mary, His life-long devotion to her, is elo- 
quent testimony to the love and care she bestowed 
upon Him as a child and youth. He owed much to 
her, and He never forgot the Home where He had 
spent so many pleasant hours. 

The kindness and compassion of Jesus toward the 
poor and unfortunate, His human sympathy and toler- 
ance, His beautiful spirit of forgiveness and humility 
were certainly influenced in part by early home training. 


IV—Jesus’ Sisters and Brothers 

Did Jesus have sisters and brothers? That He had 
brothers is borne out by the Gospel records which tell 
us that they came on one occasion to see Him. Mary 
was with the brothers. Joseph and Mary raised a fam- 
ily of children. Jesus was therefore not an “only child” 
in that sense. He shared the life of the family. He 
learned the “give and take” whereby social adjustment 
takes place. Life is a school, and the home might be 
compared with the primary department. For it is in 
the home one learns the first lessons of life, and they 
are the most lasting impressions. 


V—What Makes a Home Pleasant 
Having tried to reproduce in some detail the home 
life of Jesus as boy and youth, and having thought of 
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Joseph and Mary as ideal parents, we should be ready 
to come to some conclusions as to what makes for a 
pleasant home life today. 

Conditions are very different. Industry is carried 
on outside the home. The school absorbs much more 
of the child’s time and attention. Amusements are com- 
mercialized or organized by the community. The play- 
ground is supervised under community auspices. There 
is much less cohesiveness in the modern family. Its 
members are too much taken up with outside tasks and 
interests, 

But within these limitations, it is still possible for 
us to have a happy and pleasant Christian home life. 
Parents have much to do in determining the tone and 
spirit of the home. Will they be as wise and thoughtful 
as Mary was? Will the modern father exert as per- 
sonal an influence as Joseph did upon Jesus? While 
-this topic is prepared for senior age young people, they 
should also note that the parents are the “key” people 
in any home situation. Some day they will be parents 
and have this great responsibility. We need education 
for parenthood, and we need to “study to show our- 
selves approved unto God” as parents who “need not 
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” to 
our children. 

Thank God if you have Christian parents who take 
a personal interest in you, who check on your associa- 
tions and your outside engagements. Home can never 
be a pleasant place unless there is understanding and 
mutual respect between parents and children. Further- 
more, there must be a sharing of the tasks of the home 
as well as of its privileges. Brothers and sisters must 
share the responsibilities of the home on a “give and 
take” basis. If one member is a “taker” but not a 
“giver,” if he “‘chisels” at the expense of other members 
of the family, the life of the home will be disrupted. 
Quarreling and bitterness spring from selfishness very 
largely. Discipline problems are problems in social mal- 
adjustment. Learn to give as well as to take at home, 
and home will become a pleasant partnership—‘a little 
bit of heaven” on Earth. 

A Home is an experiment in cooperative living. On 
a smaller scale it is “society.” Unless we can learn to 
work with others and live at peace with them in the 
home, we shall never be useful, patriotic and unselfish 
citizens. The Christian home is the salt of society. In 
mission lands the Christian home has been a powerful 
witness for Christ. In America it can be just as power- 
ful a testimony to our Faith. 


January 18, 1942 
Second Sunday after Epiphany 
A CHRISTIAN DOCTOR IN INDIA— 
ANNA KUGLER 
Matthew 4:23, 24 
Mrs. C. P. Wiles, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

From childhood there were two main objectives in 
the life of Anna S. Kugler, born April 19, 1856 in Ard- 
more, Pennsylvania: India and medicine. 

But when she had finished her course in the Wom- 
an’s Medical College, Philadelphia, she learned that the 
Board did not see their way clear to finance medical 
work as yet, but stood ready to send another teacher 
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and zenana worker, or worker among women in their 
homes to India. 

Although her heart was set on giving medical aid, 
since, in all the great Madras Presidency there was not 
one woman physician, Dr. Kugler fell in with the sug- 
gestion of the Board. But she was hopeful. A gift of 
one hundred dollars, plus an additional hundred, the 
gift of a member of the Society of Friends, purchased 
her simple equipment of a few instruments and 
medicines. 

The Beginning of Medical Work 

The newspapers were not slow to announce the 
arrival of a woman physician nor were patients slow in 
coming to her. But where could she receive patients? 
There was no building—not even a room in a house. 
Ah! there was a verandah. Why ‘not? And a cupboard 
—small, it is true, but large enough to hold her small 
supply of medicines and her few instruments. And this 
constituted her first clinic and dispensary. And did the 
women come? They did, six hundred of them the first 
year for treatment. Aside from this, Dr. Kugler carried 
forward the work for which she had been specifically 
sent out. 

Some Early Experiences 

A young woman less brave of heart and sympathetic 
of spirit might have been discouraged in the beginning 
by the discovery that the high-caste Braham women 
who came to her considered the young American doctor 
an outcast whose very touch defiled. 

It must have been disconcerting to have the bed- 
clothes put aside while the patient was examined lest 
the touch of the doctor defile them. Or, worse still, to 
have a desperately sick woman upon whom the doctor 
had called lifted from her bed and removed to the court- 
yard because the doctor was considered too unclean to 
enter the house. But it was all in the day’s work, and 
was the opening wedge for those who followed. 

All service in the beginning was given gratuitously. 
Later, a small fee of two cents a bottle was charged 
for medicine. 

Her patients were from all castes and all religions. 
There were the proud Brahmans, the Moslems, Parsees 
and Christians. There were Sudras, low-casts, outcasts 
and Anglo-Indians, or Eurasians. 

Novel methods of indicating doses of medicine had 
to be resorted to since but about only one woman in 
each hundred can read and fewer still have spoons. The 
directions had to be very explicit, since, if powders were 
given the patient was likely to chew and swallow the 
paper and throw the powder away. 


The Growth by Decades 

While it was in 1883 that medical work for women 
by women was begun, the work was carried on in the 
face of handicaps and inconveniences. Under the date 
of October 9, 1884 there appears in her diary this entry, 
“Have determined to have a hospital within the next 
two years.” It was in 1885 that she was appointed regu- 
larly as medical missionary. 

The first group of hospital buildings was completed 
in 1893. The second decade saw the arrival of the first 
American graduate nurse, Miss Katherine Fahs, who 
reached Guntur near the close of 1894. 

The addition of many buildings marked the third 
decade, so that today the Kugler Hospital is considered 
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the largest and best in all South India. 

In recognition of her services to the people of India, 
the Government in 1905 awarded her the Kaiser-i-Hind 
Medal. In 1917 she was summoned to appear before 
the Governor of Madras to receive the bar to the medal. 

In her work Dr. Kugler never lost sight of the 
fact that healing of the soul is more important than 
relief to the body. In the forty-six years of her service 
she led many to know Christ as their Saviour. 


The Rajah of Ellore 

Dr. Kugler had restored to health the Rani or 
Queen. Later, she saved the life of the son and heir. 
When the Rajah inquired what he might do to express 
his gratitude, Dr. Kugler suggested that he build a rest 
house or inn, in which Hindus could live while attending 
patients who were in the hospital. This building was 
formally opened in 1941, the donor being the principal 
speaker. 

The Rajah was eager to know the secret of her 
power. Dr. Kugler told him it was in Jesus Christ. Then 
she gave him a copy of the New Testament, which he 
read avidly. He set to work and translated the Epistle 
to the Galatians into Telugu poetry which educated 
Telugu people would delight to read. When the new 
choultry, or inn, was dedicated, he presented five hun- 
dred copies of his translation to the guests. His youngest 
child is named Annamma in honor of the doctor. 

On his letterhead this Brahman Rajah has printed 
a picture of the Christ, whom he regards as the hope of 
India, and whom he says in the preface to his trans- 
lation he first saw reflected in the pure and beautiful 
life of the American doctor. 

The motto of the Kugler Hospital is “Ourselves 
your servants for Jesus’ sake.” The motto was exempli- 
fied in the life of Anna S. Kugler, who was called to 
higher service on July 26, 1930. 


January 25, 1942 
The Transfiguration 
Luther League Missionary; Day 
WHAT CAN WE DO FOR INDIA? 


II Corinthians 8:12-15 
Rev. R. M. Dunkelberger, D.D., Missionary from India, 
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 


SALAAM! See Page 14 for description of Pageant that 
can be used this Sunday in promoting the Missionary Project. 


The Luther League project for 1941-1943 is the 
raising of $10,000.00 for the Theological Seminary and 
Bible Training School at Luthergiri, Rajahmundry, 
India. That institution is of prime importance to the 
life and work of our Andhra Lutheran Church there. 
It also is in a position to make valuable contributions 
to other Lutheran Missions and Churches in the country. 
To do this, however, it needs adequate buildings and 
good equipment, but in both of these it is seriously 
lacking at the present time. The first thing then the 
Luther League members ought to do for India is to see 
that the fund for the project is raised as early as pos- 
sible. But the Luther League can do more for India 
than raise the $10,000.00 for the seminary, useful and 
commendable though that may be. Along with the gift 
its members ought to give something of themselves, 
their intelligent interest and sincere devotion to the 
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whole of our great mission work in India. That will 
make the gift a true blessing not only to our Lutheran 
brothers and sisters in India who receive it, but to those 
who give it as well. 
Celebrate Indian Centennial 

There is a special reason for unusual interest in our 
India Mission this year and for raising this fund now. 
This is the centennial year for that work. On the 15th 
of last October it was a hundred years since Father 
Heyer, the founder of the mission, set sail for India 
from Boston. On July 31, 1942 it will be a century since 
he reached Guntur. This date has come to be con- 
sidered the birthday of the Mission. Both in India and 
America a number of impressive celebrations will cen- 
ter around this date in 1942. But the whole of the year 
will be considered a centennial year. In fact the Wom- 
en’s Missionary Society of the United Lutheran Church 
has been conducting a number of excellent celebrations 
in its societies and Conferences during the year of 1941. 
January 1942, the time allotted to the Board of Foreign 
Missions in the Calendar of Causes, is the period when 
the mother church in America aims to raise $50,000.00 
as a centenary birthday gift for her daughter church 
in India, and when the Luther League will make a 
special effort to contribute to its centennial fund also. 


Honor Missionary Heroes 

During the past century three hundred missionaries, 
men, wives and single women, have served or are now 
serving on our Mission field in India. They form a 
noble band of devoted workers for the Lord. Some of 
them have been true pioneers and heroes. Twenty-three 
of them are buried in the soil of that land they served 
so well. It would be profitable to study carefully the 
lives of many of them. Only a few can be mentioned 
here. Walter Gunn was the first to give his life in the 
service of the new mission in India. Rev. A. D. Rowe 
who is also buried in India was known as the Sunday 
School missionary. Dr. L. B. Wolf was a pioneer in 
higher education. Miss A. Kugler, M.D., really was 
the founder of our medical work. Miss A. I. Schade 
had much to do with higher education for Indian girls. 
But this centennial year is a time when we specially 
think of Father Heyer who at the advanced age of forty- 
eight, set out on a five months sea voyage to an un- 
known people and land to establish a mission there. 
Concerning him one of his biographers writes, “He 
needs no eulogy. His work at home and abroad makes 
him the most cosmopolitan character of his time. He 
had a world vision and his soul was restless unless it 
was in touch with the whole world. He was too large 
to serve any parish for a long time. Such men belong 
to the whole world. His work grows on as time passes 
and men of his spirit are needed as much as ever at 
home and abroad to carry it on. Sacrifice of a high 
order is demanded now as then that throughout the 
earth the message of a loving, dying exalted Saviour 
may become the common hope and sure refuge of all 
lands and all men. But we who remain must see with 
the clearness of his vision; must sacrifice with the will- 
ingness of his heroic spirit; must do as he did.” If 
Luther League members familiarize themselves with the 
lives of these devoted men and women, honor and emu- 
late them they will be doing something of great value 
to themselves and India. 
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Review Outstanding Accomplishments 

In the century that has passed since the mission 
was actually begun by Father Heyer, it has grown 
steadily and sometimes rapidly until today it stands 
first among the Lutheran Missions of the world in 
membership, number and variety of institutions and in 
other respects. Its influence has extended far beyond 
its 190,000 members. It has profoundly affected the 
thinking, social, political and religious life of great num- 
bers of non-christians who live in the territory of our 
India Mission. Through its help the economic life of 
many Christians who once were extremely poor has 
been greatly improved. It has been a mighty force in 
banishing ignorance and illiteracy from among the under- 
privileged of the land so that today the percentage of 
literacy among Christians stands among the highest for 
any group or caste in the country save the Brahmins. 
Through education and the transforming power of Chris- 
tianity the outcast and untouchable has been raised to a 
place of leadership and responsibility not only in our 
mission but in many lines of secular and government 
service as well. In hospitals and dispensaries, in our 
tuberculosis sanatorium and school for the blind an 
untold amount of sickness, suffering and misfortune 
has been relieved in the spirit of loving Christian service. 
Large numbers of promising young men and women 
have been trained to be school teachers, nurses, doctors, 
Bible women, and catechists. Our church in India is 
known as the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church. It 
is self-conscious, growing and filled with living faith. 
It is an established reality and gives assurance about 
the permanency of the work in the future. As we con- 
template the full significance of these accomplishments 
we are impelled to exclaim “What hath God wrought.” 
It is only fitting then that Luther League members join 
with the whole Church in returning thanks to God for 
his great blessing on this work during the past one hun- 
dred years. 


Complete the Unfinished Task 
We should not let our progress in the last century 
blind us to the fact that there yet remains a great un- 
finished task before us. Our very success constitutes a 
challenge and responsibility to complete the undertak- 
ing so well begun. 


First let me say that we owe it to the 190,000 mem- 
bers of the Church in India to give them adequate in- 
struction and training in Christian thought and life. 
From the beginning this has had our careful attention 
on the mission field but because of inadequately pre- 
pared Indian workers, the very rapid increase in mem- 
bership in recent years, and their background of idolatry, 


superstition, and illiteracy of these new members the 
task has been a very taxing one. While some of the 
Indian Christians have been well instructed a good num- 
ber of them need much more training before they can 
take their place as intelligent, useful members of the 
Church. Although the percentage of literacy for the 
Christian Church in India is commendable compared 
with other communities in the land we cannot rest satis- 
fied until a large percentage of the remaining 72% of 
illiterates in the church are brought to the place where 
they can read God’s Word at least. This unfinished 
but most important task then presents a challenge to 
us today. 

But there is also a great unfinished task of evan- 
gelism. There may be eight millions of Christians in 
India today but there are probably 390,000,000 who are 
not Christians. Only about one in fifty is a Christian 
in the whole of the country. In the last ten years the 
population increased about forty millions and now totals 
nearly 400,000,000. Because of this rapid increase in 
population, and although the growth of the Christian 
Church has been phenomenal, actually today there are 
many millions more non-christians in India than when 
Father Heyer reached the country a century ago. While 
in some parts of our field the depressed classes have 
been pretty well reached, in others there are great num- 
bers of these people who yet remain without the church. 
Then there remain the Sudras and other higher caste 
people who constitute the bulk of the population around 
us in India. Perhaps ten thousand of these have entered 
the Church. But in comparison with the actual number 
of these people yet unreached this constitutes only a 
small beginning. The task of evangelizing these groups 
adequately is so great that it can only be done by the 
combined efforts of the young church in India and the 
mother church at home. 

In the successful completion of these great unfin- 
ished opportunities the most important factor is the right 
kind of Christian workers. For this work missionaries 
will continue to be needed for many years to come. But 
the most of the work must be done by Indian men and 
women. Besides being choice men and women of fine 
Christian character they must be well educated and have 
a thorough religious training. And this training is the 
work of Luthergiri Theological Seminary. It is the key 
institution of our Indian Church. To discharge its task 
satisfactorily it needs good buildings and the best of 
equipment. The Luther League through its project this 
year is planning to supply an important part of this. In 
completing this project the Luther League will be ren- 
dering an extremely valuable service to India and our 
Mission and Church there. 


SALAAM... 


A Special Missionary Pageant for Missionary Day 
Written by Alice Bunck, Member Missionary Cominittee of The Luther League of America 
Free Copies are Available from 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
405 Muhlenberg Building, 1228-1234 Spruce St. Philadelphia, Penna. 
ee Esse 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S TOPICS FOR JANUARY 
Theme for the Month: “Zormard March” 


January 4, 1942 


Second Sunday after Christmas 
THE LEADER—CHRIST— 
OUR PEERLESS LEADER 
Colossians 1:9-19 
Rey. William J. Hoebel, Dallas, Texas 
A World in Tragedy 
Dr. Basil Matthews begins his book, “Through 
Tragedy to Triumph,” with this suggestive paragraph: 
“As I looked into the faces of Chinese and Japanese, 
Arab and Negro, German and Mexican, who met in 
Madras at the end of 1938 with other men and women 
of the Christian community in every race and from over 
69 nations and areas, I was moved to think of the pres- 
ent age as being, in the full sense of the word, tragic. 
The fear of physical death for one’s self is really not 
the core of that dread of doom. The threat to the fabric 
of beauty and truth and goodness that is woven in a 
people’s life is a menace to a priceless heritage to save 
which men would be ready to lay down their lives. The 
threat to the values that make life worth living looms 
today over the world not only geographically but cul- 
turally and spiritually We dare not use a word 
of superlative significance as “tragic” to describe any 
suffering, however agonizing or poignant, that has not 
within it the true elements of tragedy. Can we seek 
to discover what these are?” 


The Author of Their Proper Woe 

“Is it not a first element in tragedy that, in Ham- 
let’s words, “Men are themselves the author of their 
Proper woe’? The world of mankind has suffered and 
anguished and travailed for a fuller life, but its tragedy 
lies in the fact of its own sordid moral choice. Through 
the ages the materialistic has waged unceasing conflict 
with the spiritual. Today the materialistic is in the sad- 
dle and riding hard. A materialistically minded leader- 
ship talks glibly of moral and spiritual re-armament to 
hide its own materialistic aims and ambitions. A mate- 
rialistically minded following thunders on, driving its 
leaders ahead, unable ‘or unwilling to turn the stampede 
of doom. How strikingly like that strange curiosity of 
nature, the migration of lemmings in Scandinavian coun- 
tries. Driven by some mysterious urge enormous num- 
bers of these mouse-like creatures swarm across the 
peninsula, ruining farms and gardens on the way, stop- 
ping at nothing, over walls and mountains and rivers and 
lakes, on and on until at last they reach the sea, and on 
into the sea to their destruction. No wonder that: Dr. 
Matthews continues: “They are bound to confront the 
future with still further tragic choices unless, indeed, the 
minds of the people and their leadership can be so 
changed as to lift the situation to a new plane.” 


Not Escape But Responsibility 
The Christian can not escape this tragic situation. 
He dare not even think of trying to escape it. When 
Jesus prayed for His disciples He said, “I pray not that 


Twenty 


Thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that 
Thou shouldest keep them from the evil that is in the 
world.” No escape from the world for the Christian, 
rather a responsibility to the world: “Go into all the 
world and make disciples, teaching them whatsoever I 
have commanded you.” ‘Ye are my witnesses.” Go and 
tell the truth about this sad situation; go and make dis- 
ciples, not for some fuehrer or duce or other blinded 
leader, but for the Peerless Leader. Go and proclaim 
with fearless devotion that men must choose—Christ or 
Chaos. 

Look unto Him, ye nations; 

Own your God, ye fallen race! 

Forth to the task His spirit flew; 

*T was love that urged Him on. 


Wholesome Goodness in Human Leadership 

Jesus Christ is the answer to humanity’s longing 
for wholesome goodness in human leadership. Humanity 
is tired of leaders, strutting with fierce scowls, decrying 
human tenderness, and proclaiming the might of the 
mailed fist; tired of leaders hurling their thunderbolts 
of hatred and avowing to wipe their enemies from the 
face of the earth. Humanity is sick, too, of the unfeel- 
ing cruelty that grinds helpless victims between the grim 
contending of great powers. It longs and yearns for 
leaders who will exhibit the finer qualities of simple, 
wholesome human goodness. 

Christ is that good Leader. Mark Him as He deals 
with individuals and with His nation; see how He probes 
so deeply into their souls, so sure and searching, but 
so kind and considerate. What tenderness without weak- 
ness, sympathy without indulgence, frankness without 
discourtesy, strength without hardness, righteousness 
without coldness, conviction without bigotry. Someone 
evidently depressed with the sordidness of much of hu- 
man life remarks, “We touch the goodness of the saints, 
and our confidence in our race is restored.” True, but 
we need to remember that these saints first touched the 
goodness of Christ and caught the contagion of His 
beautiful personality. No wonder the common people 
heard Him gladly. No wonder His disciples confessed, 
“We behold His glory, full of grace and truth.’ No 
wonder the heathen soldier at the cross exclaimed, 
“Truly this was the Son of God.” 


Understanding Spirit in Human Leadership 

Jesus Christ is the answer to the longing for an 
understanding spirit in human leadership. Dr. Matthews 
makes this statement in his book from which we have 
quoted above: “The first essential for facing and dealing 
with the tragic situation is to be able to look realistically 
into the heart of it. However much any one of us may 
desire to see the world, in the sense of having intimate 
knowledge of the life of men of all nations, we recognize 
immediately that no one mind in however long a life- 
time could begin to compass it.” How puny and insuffi- 
cient and ineffectual any human leader must appear be- 
fore such a tremendous task. But Christ is equal to it. 
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He is an outlander, a foreigner, to no race or rank. Mark 
how readily He passed over into the life of the Gentile 
nations. Mark how readily He passes into the life of 
peoples in missionary lands today. Mark how His liber- 
ating truth becomes the inspiration of Christian and non- 
Christian reformers alike—Kagawa, Gandhi, etc. 

Perhaps we shall find the secret of His understand- 
ing leadership partly in the circumstances of His humble 
birth. Thank God that He was not born with a silver 
spoon in His mouth, but reared in the bosom of the 
masses, was called the Carpenter of Nazareth, and had 
no place where to lay His head. Perhaps, too, we shall 
find it partly in the circumstances of His human an- 
cestry: for it was no mere accident but the deliberate 
purpose of divine providence to proclaim Him the Son 
of Man and not of any one race or nation that there 
were introduced again and again strains of nationality 
other than Jewish. But we shall need to look even fur- 
ther. He is the Son of Man, but He is also the Son of 
God, the Son of the All-Father, of one substance with 
the Father, by whom all things were made, without 
whom nothing was made that was made. St. Paul has a 
word that goes to the point, “By Him all things con- 
sist.” It is He who holds things together. Here, then, 
in the mystery of Christ’s personality lies the justifica- 
tion for Dr. Matthew’s characterization of the gathering 
of Christian leaders at Madras as a perspective of an 
understanding world fellowship. Jesus Christ is the 
universal Leader. 


Unselfishness in Human Leadership 

Jesus Christ is the answer to the longing for un- 
selfishness in human leadership. “The whole purpose of 
Christianity is to bring men into the presence of the one 
matchless personality in history until they possess His 
mind and spirit, until they come to think and feel and do 
as did the Christ.” St. Paul urges, “Let this mind be in 
you which was also in Christ.” Recall how He key- 
notes His ministry in His own home town, Luke 4:16-21. 
Call to mind His gracious invitation, Matthew 11:28-30. 
Mark His assuring reply to John, Matthew 11:4,5. 
Ponder His words to Nicodemus, John 3:14-17. Note 
His present self-description as the Good Shepherd, John 
10:11-18. Note the timeliness of His rebuke, Luke 
22:25, 26. One of Fra Angelico’s best works is that of 
Christ Enthroned. By His left hand He steadies the 
globe. His right hand is uplifted to symbolize His di- 
vine supremacy. But in that right hand there is the 
print of the nail. Unselfishness and sacrifice are the prin- 
ciples of His leadership. What if humanity had long 
ago followed His leadership instead of that of the mad 
philosopher, and his like, who said, “Assert yourself. The 
only sin is weakness. The world is yours if you can 
get it.” 

Hopefulness in Human Leadership 

Jesus Christ is the answer to the longing for hope- 
fulness in human leadership. The first element in such 
leadership must be authoritativeness, the sense of cer- 
tainty and finality. That element was always present in 
His teaching. “Verily, I say unto you. Ye have heard 
it said, but I say unto you. If ye continue in my word, 
then are ye my disciples indeed, and ye shall know the 
truth and the truth shall make you free. I am the Way 
and the Truth, no man cometh unto the Father but by 
be. Though I bear record of myself, yet is my record 
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true, for I know whence I came and whither I go.” 
Listen to the stunning finality with which He answers 
the doubters. “Before Abraham was, I am.” Listen to 
the confident challenge, “Which of you convinceth me 
of sin?” Show me one time I said the wrong thing, 
show me one time I failed. Here is the Master’s voice. 


But to that element of finality must be added that 
of optimism, for finality can be dreadful with doom as 
well as vibrant with hopefulness. Christ sounds that 
note of optimism. “Blessed are the meek for they shall 
inherit the earth, etc... . Come ye blessed of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you... My sheep 
hear my voice and I know them and they follow me, 
and I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never 
perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my 
hand... I have chosen you that ye go forth and bring 
forth fruit and that your fruit should remain . .. Thy 
sins are forgiven thee, go and sin no more... Be of 
good courage, I have overcome the world.” Christ came 
to earth that He might bring men into possession of the 
fuller life. He believed in man’s possibilities, He was 
constantly lifting men to higher levels of living, He was 
constantly challenging them to moral heroism, He was 
forever holding before men their destiny as not limited 
in time but rooted in eternity. Here is the Peerless 
Leader with power to break the tragedy that has lowered 
on the race! 


Look unto Him, ye nations; own 

Your God, ye fallen race; 

Look, and be saved through faith alone, 
Be justified by grace. 


January 11, 1942 
First Sunday after the Epiphany 
OUR RESOURCES 


PRAYER, THE WORD AND SACRAMENTS 


Ephesians 6:10-18 
Rev. William J. Hoebel, Dallas, Texas 


Saved to Serve 

“Is not one fundamental reason for the widespread 
indifference to the church a reaction on the part of the 
common man to the widespread indifference of the 
church to the vital concerns of the common man? ‘When 
Jesus beheld the multitude, He was moved with compas- 
sion.’ ‘Moved’ is the word. He did something about it. 
How shall we convince the world of a God of love 
whose law is love and brotherhood, if we in our lives 
as Christians do not manifest His constraint upon us to 
live in love and brotherhood? Should not the disciples 
of Jesus be concerned beyond all others for those who 
suffer, those who are abused, and those whose hearts 
are empty of the saving knowledge of God? . . . When- 
ever throughout its history the church has been great 
and has swept on to new triumphs for humanity, it has 
been obvious to the careful observer that the church has 
been humble and reliant upon the power of God. ‘It is 
God which worketh in you both to will and to do.’ ‘T 
can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth 
me.” ... We can be certain that unless we attempt these 
things in humble dependence upon the divine power and 
in continual endeavor to have that power renewed in 
our lives, our efforts will prove unavailing and we our- 
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selves will grow weary and discouraged.”—R. W. Searle, 
in “City Shadows.” 


The Essential Resources 

There is a world within and a world without in 
which the Christian must live his life. In both there are 
problems to be faced and difficulties to be mastered. At 
times he will be perplexed and at times he will become 
tired. Of what use telling a man to look within for 
springs of hidden power when it is with his own self that 
he is perplexed? What he really needs he will not find 
in his own spiritually depleted life. There is a suggestive 
thought in that verse of Scripture, Genesis 26:18, “And 
Isaac digged again the wells of water which they digged 
in the days of Abraham his father; for the Philistines 
had stopped them after the days of Abraham.” Such 
water supplies were matters of life and death with an- 
cient peoples; sometimes the enemy ruined them, and 
sometimes a people’s own neglect was responsible. Chris- 
tians must have access to some mystic well for their 
spiritual strength and resources. “On that last day, that 
great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, “If 
any man thirst, let him come unto me and drink. He 
that believeth on me, as the Scripture hath said, out of 
his belly shall flow rivers of living water,’ John 7:37, 38. 
But mark it, there can be no outflowing rivers without 
the divine spring. 

Of what use to tell a man that he can be the master 
instead of the victim of the circumstances of life, when 
from every hand his puniness is forcibly impressed 
upon him? The ancient Greek, Archimedes, can teach 
us something at this point: “Give me a point without 
on which to plant my feet and I will move the universe.” 
The psalmist knows this truth: “He hath set my feet 
upon a rock and established my goings.” “The Lord is 
my rock and my fortress.” When Peter confessed for 
the apostolic band, “Thou art Christ, the Son of the 
living God,” Jesus replied, “On this rock will I build 
my church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against 
it.” Christ is that rock, confessing Christ is planting 
the Christian’s feet on the rock from which he can move 
the universe. 

Contacts—The Word 

These are gaunt days in which we are living; gaunt 
days for the church. Our supply of spirituality has run 
low, it is depleted. We shall need to re-establish contacts 
with God and Christ. Our first means will be the proper 
appreciation and use of the Bible. Now, I know that 
we will all agree that the Bible is a most unique book. 
We can spend hours speaking of its influence on educa- 
tion, literature, music, social reform, and civil liberty. 
But that is only talking about the Bible. We spend so 
much time talking about it that we seldom find time to 
use it. Neither is that appreciative, vital use of Bible 
which consists in routine reading of a prescribed series 
of daily Bible reading. Have you ever faced the tempta- 
tion to glance hurriedly at one, little, disconnected verse 
before dropping dead-tired into bed after an evening of 
social rounds? Have you ever engaged in useless dis- 
cussion whether you are entitled to credit because you 
did your reading at one minute past midnight, or whether 
you ought to get credit if your reading were not from 
the bound, black volume? A man lay dying of an injury 
received in an industrial plant. He begged and pleaded 
with his fellow-workers to pray for him, to tell him of 
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the Way of Salvation. They could not do it. And in 
any crowd there are likely to be some Christians! Would 
your method of Bible reading equip you for such an 
emergency? 

“Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye 
have eternal life; and they are they that testify of me.” 
Do you wonder what God’s plans are for your life? Are 
you troubled or perplexed? Read. Read slowly. Stop 
and give God a chance. What is He trying to say to 
you? Do you wonder what God’s plans are for the 
world? Read again. Read this time to get the per- 
spective. Start far back. Start with the first three chap- 
ters of Genesis; they are the prologue. Study them 
carefully. Now read on and as you read study the pro- 
gressive unfolding of God’s purpose. Study His deal- 
ing with individuals and with nations and their relation 
to His unfolding purpose. Through all your reading 
mark well how everything either converges to, or radi- 
ates from, Calvary’s holy mount. Knowledge is power! 


Contacts—The Sacraments 

There are other contacts. God’s love and mercy 
and grace and favor are available by other means. We 
call these sacraments. There are two—Holy Baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper. The Word to remember in con- 
nection with each is Salvation. First of these sacraments 
is Holy Baptism. Jesus said, “Go ye into all the world 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost.” “He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved.” St. Paul says, “Not by works of righteousness 
which we have done, but according to His mercy He 
saved us, by the washing of regeneration and the re- 
newing of the Holy Ghost, which He shed on us abund- 
antly through Jesus Christ our Saviour, that being justi- 
fied by His grace we should be made heirs according 
to the hope of eternal life.’ Eternal life is something 
new for man, it is not the natural life he knows. To 
possess eternal life is Salvation. There are difficulties 
about this. I can not understand it; but then, life has 
always been a mystery to me. Wonder filled my heart 
as I looked down at that little child and said, “My son.” 
I’m sure that he has often looked up and said, “Father.” 
He is growing older and is asking questions. Some day 
he will ask some questions that I can not answer. Bi- 
ology will not help me to answer that one about the 
origin of life in a child. Does it make any difference that 
I can’t answer? I love him; I’m sure he knows that. 
He loves me; and I’m sure he knows that I’m his dad. 
And so, I am sure that God loves me. I am sure that I 
am His son. I can not understand the origin of my 
spiritual life—but there is His Word and Promise. It 
is that word and promise that make the sacrament. 

My son is young. He thinks he is big; but there 
are times when he realizes that he still needs me, and 
then he comes to me for help or comfort or forgiveness. 
Sometimes I put my arm around him; sometimes he 
takes the initiative and draws it to him. I do not know 
what there is about the touch of a hand on the shoulder 
or the embrace of an arm; but the comfort is reassuring 
and strengthening. And so I go to my heavenly Father 
—did not Jesus say, “I and the Father are one?” I go 
to Him with my troubles, my perplexities, my sins, my 
weakness. He lays His hand on my shoulder, He puts 
His arm about me, and speaks reassuringly, “Son, your 
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sins are forgiven.” “Son, be of good courage, I have 
overcome the world; and I who have overcome will 
never forget or forsake you.” It is the touch of God, 
and it is comforting, reassuring, strengthening. “Take 
and eat, this is my body which is given for you. Take 
and drink, this is the blood of the New Testament shed 
for thy sins.” I can not understand this, but I know it 
is His Word. I know it is His touch. 


Conversations 

There are times when we talk things over. Some- 
times he talks and I listen. Sometimes I talk and he 
listens. Sometimes, though, he becomes impatient, my 
son, and does not want to listen. He wants to do all the 
talking. There’s much to be said for these conversations. 
He can unburden himself, and_ his youthful problems 
are real. We learn to understand each other. Perhaps 
I can help. Prayer is a conversation. It can never be 
worthwhile if it is one-sided; it often is, and ceases to 
be conversation. Now prayer is not a means of grace 
like the gift of life or the touch of the divine hand. 
Prayer is talking things over. But even that can be 
strengthening. It also opens possibilities for the heaven- 
ly Father to help me, provided I come to Him with a 
receptive mind. I will be the better for talking things 
over frequently. “Pray without ceasing.” “Lord, teach 
us how to pray.” 


January 18, 1942 
Second Sunday after the Epiphany 
FORWARD TOGETHER— 


THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS 
Ephesians 4:1-13 
Rev. William J. Hoebel, Dallas, Texas 

“To believe in the Church is to be a member of the 
Church.”—“The Lutheran.” 

As surely as I believe in Jesus Christ as the one 
indispensable Leader for humanity, individually and col- 
lectively; as surely as I believe in the Word of God in 
Bible and Sacraments as the one indispensable resource; 
so surely do I believe in the Church, “the holy Chris- 
tian Church, the Communion of Saints,” as the one in- 
dispensable institution for the world. 


Glorious things of thee are spoken, 
Zion, City of our God. 


I can not understand the hermit or the anarchic 
tendencies of some who would be Christians. For me 
the church is a social entity. Jesus gave it that char- 
acter when He used the word “church” to describe it. 
Paul uses the words, “the body of Christ, the members 
of His body.” The hymn writers emphasize its social 
character, “The City of Our God,” “Zion, City of Our 
God,” “Like a Mighty Army,” “Onward Goes the Pil- 
grim Band.” I know the distinctions which are made 
between the visible and the invisible church, and I know 
that the true Christians are known only to the Lord, 
I am sure there are a host of hangers-on and camp fol- 
lowers, but I have no sympathy for the subterfuge of 
emphasizing the invisible character in order to escape 
definite responsibility. I do not think the Lord wants 
His church to be an invisible empire, my reading of the 
Bible has never shown me one Christian not identified 
with a group of Christians in his community, or one 
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Christian who in becoming a Christian did not thereby 
identify himself with the group of Christians in his com- 
munity. I do not even know that the Bible anywhere 
makes such a thing possible. “The Lord added daily 
to the church such as should be saved.” “And all that 
believed were together.” I can not understand how the 
sacraments could be used except in a community way. 
I can not understand how the Master’s command, “Go 
ye into all the world,” could be fulfilled except by united 
approach and effort. That task is a challenge to the 
mighty army, inspired with a great esprit de corps. 


He, Whose word can not be broken, 
Formed thee for His own abode. 


I do not know of any other institution on earth 
which can claim for itself such a character. It will do 
not to put the church in the same category with clubs 
and fraternities and other organizations, no matter how 
useful or humanitarian their purposes may be. I shall 
not deny the right of such groups to have their rituals 
and prayers, but if these have any Christian character 
at all, they are borrowed material. There is only one 
institution that can claim Christ as its founder, for there 
is none other of which Christ said, “I will build my...” 
There is only one institution to which He has given 
the promise of His empowering Spirit, “I will send the 
Comforter unto you ... and when he is come he will 
guide you into all truth.” There is only one institution 
to which He has committed the task of world evangeliza- 
tion, through which He redeems men and to which He 
adds redeemed men. There is only one institution to 
which He has committed the keys of the kingdom. My 
Church is my Master’s Church. I owe it my single- 
hearted devotion. 

On the Rock of Ages founded, 
What can shake thy sure repose? 


With salvation’s walls surrounded, 
Thou may’st smile at all thy foes. 


How fearful we become about the church’s pros- 
pects, and what little faith we have when we do so. Her 
Lord promised, “The gates of hell shall not prevail 
against her.” St. Paul said, “I can do all things through 
Christ who strengtheneth me.” Are we ready to put 
ourselves unreservedly in His hands and follow Him 
where He leads? Is He not our peerless Leader at whose 
word the world was formed? Did He not say, that you 
could move mountains if you had enough faith? Did He 
not promise that the gates of hell could not prevail 
against His Church? We are too short-sighted, we see 
only the present perils. Was there ever a time when the 
church had no enemies? Did the Roman persecution 
kill the church? Did the French Revolution put an end 
to Christianity in France? I am sure she has an in- 
vincible character because she is founded on the rock of 
ages. She is ageless, the Church militant today, the 
Church triumphant tomorrow. 


See the streams of living waters, 
Sptinging from eternal love, 

Well supply thy sons and daughters, 
And all fear of want removed. 


I glory in the compassionate undertaking of the 
Church. As she goes out to world conquest she does so 
armed not with sword and bayonet to win prestige for 
some ambitious leader, but “with the sword of the spirit 
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which is the Word of God,” to win men’s souls for the 
Compassionate Saviour whom to know is life eternal. 
There are some things men want today: security, bread, 
liberty, life. What strange ways men have of trying to 
secure these things, and what suffering and anguish they 
bring upon themselves and others, and what an after- 
math of misery and disillusionment. Several years ago 
the beloved president of our Church introduced the pro- 
motional program of the Church by emphasizing the 
identity of the church’s program with the three-fold 
passion of Christ—the passion for the Father, for the 
Truth, and for Humanity. I can not recall that I have 
ever seen the church’s glorious task presented in a 
more appealing or challenging manner. We believe that 
our Lord has the words of life. We believe that it was 
love that brought him into our world of mankind to 
offer these words of life. Are we, however, constrained 
by the love of Christ to continue the work which He 
began and the furtherance of which He has committed 
to His church? How matter-of-fact we can be about 
the romance of the crusade; how deadening our presenta- 
tions. Let us read of gospels anew and in spirit stand 
beside the Master as He looks down on the multitudes 
that are gathered about Him and hear those words, 
wrested from the very depths of His being, “I have com- 
passion on the multitudes.” Let us listen as He pleads, 
“If any thirst, let him come unto Me and drink.” 


“No Longer I, But Christ” 

Are the days of Christ’s compassionate ministry 
ended? God forbid! Once he tabernacled on earth in 
the flesh to make known the Will of God, to reveal the 
Glory of God, and to labor and sacrifice for the salvation 
of men’s souls. He is no longer here in the flesh. How 
then can we continue to believe that He is the living, 
the ever-present, the ever-working Christ, that He still 
lives and works in the world today, carrying out His 
holy and supreme purpose of recreating the life of the 
human race according to the holy purposes of God? St. 
Paul tells us that there is another body: in which Christ 
lives on earth: it is the body of His Church. Whatever 
He may yet be able to do He does through His Church. 
If He still speaks to the world and by His action and 
conduct still demonstrates to the world that “the Son 
of Man came not to be ministered unto but to minister,” 
it will be through His Church. Can you see your Chris- 
tian service in this light? Can you catch this vision of 
the Christ still walking on earth, still assuring souls of 
the redeeming and uplifting love of God, still healing sick 
bodies and sick souls, helping the weak to walk in 
strength, speaking the word of good cheer and courage, 
standing for the oppressed and down-trodden? The word 
you speak, the deed you do, the helping hand you reach 
out, the dollars you give—can you think of it all as 
Christ projecting His life out into the world of mankind 
today? What will happen to indifference and careless- 
ness and matter-of-factness once you think of your 
Christian service in this light? Let me ask each of you 
to face the question: “How much of my life am I build- 
ing into my church? How much of my life have I dedi- 
cated to Christ? How well am I working and cooperat- 
ing with my fellow-members in the body of Christ to 
project His life into a needy and lost world?” 
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January 25, 1942 
Third Sunday after the Epiphany 


LUTHER LEAGUE 


MISSIONARY DAY 


Please refer to the Topic Material which will 
be found under the Senior Topic Study for this 
same Sunday, on page 18. A special Pageant is 
available at the Luther League of America, 1228 
Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. Turn to page. 
14 for a full description. 


EVA PEELER 


Beloved, courageous “Miss Eva” Peeler, confined 
to her wheelchair for these nine years, likes to recall 
the time, some years ago, when a tiny Negro boy carry- 
ing a big bag sat down to rest on the stone wall near 
her porch on East Innes street The sun was 
hot, the load heavy and the little darky turned his eyes 
up toward the cool veranda where “Miss Eva” sat . . - 
His eyes had never viewed a wheelchair before . . . 
“Does you roll around in that?” he asked She 
told him she did “Emm, em,” he said wiping 
the perspiration off his brow, “sho wishes I could just 
sit and roll around like that all day.” 


“Miss Eva,’ who taught her St. John’s Lutheran 
Sunday School class up to the time of her illness, still 
takes an active part in church work from her wheelchair 

She sends out church literature for shut-ins and 
remains in the hearts of her large class an inspirational 
worker of the Lord The class of 85 young 
women which she taught for the last time one spring 
day in 1932, still bears her name Its members, 
although dispersed to the four winds, often return for a 
visit. 

“Miss Eva” attended St. John’s Sunday School for 
11 years without missing a Sunday One year 
when she and a company of friends took a trip to New 
York, they found themselves on a northbound train one 
morning at Sunday School time Right there in 
the day coach “Miss Eva’ took out her Augsburg 
Teacher and conducted the lesson An old Negro 
porter happened through the car in the midst of the 
session He stopped dead in his tracks, and with- 
out the knowledge of the teacher and her pupils, listened, 
bowed his head in prayer and took part in the service 

Afterwards he approached “Miss Eva”: “Mam, 
that’s the first time I’se ever seen that done on the 
train,” he said, ‘and I’se been working on ’em for a 
long time. I enjoyed the service, Mam.” 


“Miss Eva” likes to have visitors from her 
wheelchair she offers the world a smile and a chance 
to absorb some of the faith that gleams from her eyes 
—the faith that has brought her through these years. 


—SALISBURY POST 


@® NOTE: “Miss Eva” served faithfully the Luther League of her 
Church, her State, and The Luther League of America, having been 
elected as Secretary of The Luther League of America at the Omaha 
Convention 1n 1929, which office she continued until the Charleston 
Convention in 1935. 
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NORTHERN CALIFORNIA, 
CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA, 
PITTSBURGH, NEW YORK, 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, 
SOUTH CAROLINA, 
SASKATCHEWAN 


MINNESOTA 


The Forty-third annual convention of the Minnesota District 
was held at St. John’s Church, Minneapolis, on August 30 to Sep- 
tember 1. Having as its theme ‘The Greatest of These,” periods 
for discussion were set aside in which Faith, Hope and Love were 
the topics, led by Charles Dion, Rev. Harvey Seebach and Rev. 
Lyle C. Burns. At the banquet on Saturday evening, Rev. F. W. 
Ihlenfeldt, of Fargo, N. D., was the principal speaker, using as his 
subject, ‘““The Three Greats of Youth.” On Sunday evening there 
was a very impressive candlelight communion service attended by 
a very large group of young people. Monday morning found the 
conventionites at an early morning breakfast at Lake Nokomis at 
which “Uncle Pat” (W. H. Patrick, Jr.) of the national office, 
brewed the coffee, and that most nobly. All through the convention 
we enjoyed his music and spontaneous wit along with the help 
and advice he gave us. At the closing session on Monday after- 
noon the following officers were installed: President, Eugene Spika; 
Vice-president, Frank Mayer; Secretaries, Mary Iverson and Arlyne 
Frank; Treasurer, Russ Wigfield. The outstanding leaguers in the 
district, from the standpoint of Christian Service, were chosen and 
those ieceiving this title were Judd Lundquist, Dean Hedberg and 
Pearl King. At the first board meeting the following department 
secretaries were appointed: Education, Pearl King; Mission, Marvin 
Wyman; Sustaining Membership, Virginia Mae Nelson; Life Serv- 
ice, Judd Lundquist; Intermediate, Phyllis Lindbergh; Visitation, 
Phyllis Wittmer, Archivist, Audry Lee; Editor and Publicity, Mar- 
tha Moehring. MRepresentatives-at-large are Earl Diekhoff, Dean 
Hedberg and Don Carlson. 


The major undertaking for the Minnesota District is an exten- 
‘sive visitation program for the year. Under the direction of Phyllis 
Wittmer, a very intensive schedule has been worked out whereby 
every league and every prospective league in the Minnesota District 
will be visited at some time during the year by at least four 
representatives of the board. The purposes of these visitations are 
to acquaint the groups with the work of the state and national 
league and seek for better cooperation and more efficiency in all 
matters of promotion work. We believe that the Minnesota Dis- 
trict will come through a much better district as a result of this 
concentrated effort to make it a solid unit. 


The annual Twin City Banquet was held November 14 at St. 
Mark’s Church in Minneapolis at which time Brill Lundquist was 
toastmaster and Rev. Marlatte the main speaker. This annual affair 
is always well attended and leaguers from all over the state are 
represented even though it is put on by the Minneapolis-St. Paul 


leagues. 
MARTHA MOEHRING 


CANADA 


The word “conference” as defined by the dictionary is ‘‘a meet- 
ing for counsel or discussion.” The Officers’ Training Conferences 
promoted by the Luther League of the Canada Synod have been 
just that. First, the Synodical officers and secretaries have “coun- 
selled” their assistants from the various districts as to what their 
duties are; then, together, they have discussed how they may 
develop the program of the Luther League. 


The first conference was held at the call of President Ralph 
Buschert in St. John’s Church, Waterloo, on October 19. “Four 
things we as League leaders need to remember as we meet here, 
today,” said Rev. Norman Berner in opening the afternoon session, 
“are the purpose of the League—to keep youth loyal to Christ, 
and to win others to salvation through Him—and that purpose 
backed by prayer, preparation and patience.” After President Buschert 
had outlined the proposed Sixteen Point Program, the assembly 
divided into groups fon discussion under the guidance of the various 
officers and secretaries. When the conference re-assembled, Miss 
Helen Van Deventer, vice-president, presented proposed amendments 
to the constitution designed to bring greater uniformity of practice 
and more efficiency in League business by the replacing of dis- 
trict constitutions with by-laws. Plans were made for similar con- 
ferences in the various districts as follows: Hamilton District, at 
Preston on November 2, at Welland on November 30;- Kitchener 
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Seventh Annual Convention, Michigan Synod Luther League, 
held at Waldenwoods, August 30-September 1, 1941 


District, at Stratford on November 9, at Kitchener on November 16; 
Hanover District, at Neustadt on November 9; and Eastern Dis- 
trict—not set. (At the time of this writing most of these confer- 
ences, to which all local officers and secretaries were invited, have 
been quite successful.) 


Hanover District Convention 


“T can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me” 
- . . Such was the theme which challenged the ninety delegates 
to the 15th annual convertion of the Hanover District meeting in 
Mildmay, September 28. Among the “personages”? at the conven- 
tion were Ralph Buschert, president, and Rev. Karl Knauff, gen- 
eral secretary, of the Luther League of the Canada Synod, and 
Miss Ruth Juram from W. M. S. Headquarters in Philadelphia. 
“Something new” for the convention—probably inspired by the 
L. L. A. Convention in July—was a ‘Quiet Moments” period to 
close the afternoon session. Very fine Rev. R. B. Geelhaar, 
Listowel, preached the evening rally sermon. 


The following officers were elected: President, Delton Glebe, 
Neustadt; Vice-President, Milton Ahrens, Elmwood; Secretary, Pearl 
Foerster, Ayton; Treasurer, John Hammer, Neustadt; Life Service 
Secretary, Cecil Wendorf, Chesley; Educational Secretary, Edna 
Obenhack, Hanover; Missionary Secretary, Irene Tegler, Walkerton; 
Publicity Secretary, Clarence Lange, Sullivan; Pastor Member, 
Rev. H. Baetz, Chesley. 


Kitchener District Convention 


“Thanksgiving Day” and ‘‘Convention” are inseparable in the 
minds of Kitchener District Leaguers . Monday, October 13, 
found 263 of them gathered at Brodhagen. “Christian Youth in 
Action” was the theme . . . and therd seems to have been plenty 
of action . . . Two young pastors, Conrad and Schweitzer, 
brought messages on James 1:22—‘‘Be ye doers of the Word, and 
not hearers only’’ . . St. Peter’s, Kitchener, presented a model 
meeting . . . but St. James, of St. Jacob’s, did the usual thing 
and won the 14-point program award . . . Elmira will entertain 
in 1942 


Following are the officers and secretaries: President, Donald 
Gartung, Kitchener; Vice-President, Harry Soehner, Elmira; Sec- 
retary, Inge Stockmann, Tabistock; additional members, Rev. A. 


Conrad, New Dundee, and Earl Haase, Kitchener; Educational Sec- 
retary, Ilse Mosiz, New Hamburg; Missionary Secretary, Arthur 
Hahn, Heidelberg; Life Service Secretary, Mrs. M. Spencer, Kitch- 
ener; Sustaining Membership, J. F. Prueter, Brodhagen; Publicity 
Secretary, Kay Miller, Kitchener. 


War Services Committee 


Miss Helen Van Deventer, chairman of the League’s War Serv- 
ices Committee, reports that extensive plans have been laid for 
work among the boys who have enlisted. Lois Pelz, Idessa Eichler, 
Pearl Foerster, and Edgar Schoenherr are district representatives 
on the committee, while Pastor W. A. Mehlenbacher acts as adviser. 
A questionnaire to every League seeks information on the number 
of Leaguers serving overseas or in training. When the list is com- 
plete each boy will receive a Christmas greeting and a devotional 
booklet. The committee will seek a representative from each local 
league who will be responsible for seeing that the boys from their 
congregation are remembered with letters, League news, and church 
papers. An effort will also be put forth to have those Leagues 
in centers where there are training camps do what they can for 
the Lutherans stationed there. The most we can do for “our boys” 
is little enough—they are offering their all for us . . . Appro- 
priately enough, Rev. F. L. Howald, former Life Service Secretary, 
is now a chaplain in the Canadian Army. 


Choral Union 
Upon the suggestion of Life Service Secretary Florence Weicker, 
Choral Union groups are being formed and rehearsals are being 
held. It is hoped to bring all the groups together at a rally next 
spring. Dr. U. Leupold, Kitchener, is taking a leading part in 
organizing the work. “I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing 
with the understanding also” .. . 
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NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 


The Luther Leaguers of Northern California, Seniors and Inter- 
mediates, gathered in San Jose, October 18th and 19th, for the 
Sixteenth Annual* Convention of the Northern California District 
of the Luther League of America. Grace Lutheran Church, of which 
William E. Crouser, D.D., is pastor, was host church. 

Leaguers registered Saturday afternoon in Grace Lutheran 
Church from one until five o’clock, followed at six-thirty by the 
banquet. At the banquet, favors carried out the theme, “In The 
Light for the Right.” The dinner guest speakers, who were very 
outstanding, were Dr. Paul Pitman, Dean of Men at San Jose State 
College, and Howard Logan, Vice-President of the Luther League of 
America, who discussed the League program. Bertil Peterson was 
toastmaster. Following a short business meeting at which the 
Nominating, Budget and Resolutions Committees were appointed, 
President Wallace C. Norum adjourned the meeting. 

Delegates awoke bright and early Sunday morning to attend a 
7:45 A. M. breakfast at Alum Rock Park, six miles out of town. 
Rain did not hinder breakfast preparations at all, when hostess 
Leaguers served sausages, baked apples, snails, and hot coffee. 

Sunday School was divided into discussion groups under the 
direction of Rev. Clarence Crouser, Mrs. Clarence Crouser, Miss 
Emelie Waggoner and Mr. Howard Logan. 

Rev. William H. Derr, D.D., President of the California Synod, 
was guest preacher with. Rev. Clarence F. Crouser, B.D., Liturgist. 
A Holy Communion service for all Leaguers was held. 


Luncheon in the church basement was followed by the con- 
vention picture. 

New .League officers elected at the afternoon business session 
were: President, Edward G. Stillwell, St. John’s, Sacramento; Vice- 
President, Miss Margaret Swendsen, St. Michael’s, Berkeley; Sec- 
retary, Miss Priscilla Kleppel, St. John’s, Sacramento; and Treasurer, 
Fred Knauss, St. Matthew’s, San Francisco. The reports of the 
various committees were given and many resolutions were passed to 
improve the District during this year. 

The Intermediates of First English Lutheran Church of Sacra- 
mento were awarded the silver loving cup for the highest percentage 
attendance at the convention. : 

A telegram was received from Elvin Hansen, the District Treas- 
urer, who is at present attending Seminary preparing for the 
Ministry. 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church of San Francisco was chosen for 
the 1942 convention. 

The officers were then installed by Rev. Clarence F. Crouser, 
Pastor Advisor, and the Convention was adjourned until 1942 by 
singing the Luther League Anthem. 

—EDWARD G. STILLWELL 


NEW YORK 


Greetings to you Luther Leaguers of America, from the Con- 
vention hosts of next year. Yes, we said next year, because here 
it is 1942 already and we'll soon be counting the months until 
you’ll all be with us at Rochester. 


We've been busy on our Sixth Annual Unity Dinner, held on 
November 3, under Chairman Rowland Pearson of Syracuse. We'll 
tell you about it when reports are received for next issue. Our 
officers under President Daniel Lehmann are going forward with 
many plans—a Workers Manual for all Leaguers; intensified effort 
in the Three-Group League Plan; new fiscal year from January 
to December; more diversified work in the Life Service and Mis- 
sionary Fields, etc. And of course, we’re always thinking of July, 
1943. But let’s think of our Districts for a few minutes and see 
what they’re doing. Here we go with dots and dashes and plenty 
of flashes! 

A 21-gun salute to Brooklyn District, which this fall celebrates 
its 50th Birthday. Banquet on October 4 at Good Shepherd. Guests 
included Dr. Samuel Trexler, Mr. Harry Hodges, Hon. E. F, 


Eilert, Mr. Clarence C. Dittmer, Mr. Alvin Schaediger and Mrs. 
Frank Miller, all well: known as Luther Leaguers and members of 
the Lutheran Church . ... 50th Anniversary Service on Sunday, 
October 5, at Incarnation with message by Rev. Harold S. Miller, 
D.D. Brooklyn District again conducting Leadership Train- 
ing School, this time in regional form—Bay Ridge, Flatbush and 
Ridgewood . . Workers Conference held on October 25th at 


St. Matthews. 
CONSTANCE BLUME 


Eastern District—Busy with plans for 49th Annual State Con- 
vention, under Chairman Helen Smith and President Kenneth Logan 
a Reformation Service at First Lutheran on October 26. 
Attendance of 500 heard combined Lutheran Churches Choir and 
address by Dr. Theo. G. Tappert of our Seminary at Philadelphia, 
“Luther’s Challenge to Our Day.” 

WILLIAM H. STRONG 


Genesee Valley District—Looking forward to 1943 National 
Convention to be held on its territory at Rochester . . . Quite 
active under President Roy Krautwurst . . . Luther League Day 
Vesper Service on September 28 at Christ Church with Rev. Alfred 
Beck as speaker . . Halloween Party on October 23 at Lincoln, 
N. Y., under Chairman Homer Krautwurst. 

Rhinebeck District—Fall Rally at Atonement, Saugerties; record 
attendance of 178 Seniors and Intermediates. Addresses by Rev. 
Harold Miller and Leonard Klemann, State Educational Secretary 
. . . Christ League, Newburgh, welcomed to District from tem- 
porarily discontinued Tri-County District. : 

JOHN M. KELLERHOUSE 


Western District—Held Rally on October 19, at Concordia, 
Buffalo. Rev. Herbert Bosch gave address. Planning Skating Party 
on December 5 under Chairman Warren Keipper. 


Syracuse District—Fall Rally at Immanuel, Clay, N. Y., on 
October 19 with record attendance . . . Joint Reformation Service 
at Syracuse University Hendrick’s Chapel on November 2 fol- 
lowed by Silver Tea Still remembering Summer Conference 
with Mohawk Valley District at Lake Moraine on August 23 and 24 
with plenty of Inspiration, Recreation and Fellowship. 


FRED CLEMENS 


Westchester District—Held Fall Rally on November 9 at St 
John’s, Mamaroneck; speaker was Dr. Clarence Stoughton, Presi- 
dent of Wagner College on Christian Colleges Leadership 
Institute to be held first part of year under Chairman Dorothy 
Brocking of White Plains. 

EMIL F. TRENCK 


Long Island District—Fall Rally held on November 23 at Holy 
Trinity, Bellerose, featured by the Karl Emerson Players in ‘The 
Rich Young Ruler.’”’ Leonard Klemann, State Educational Secre- 
tary, led the afternoon sessions. 

THEODORE SMITH 


We've completed our State Tour and will leave you until next 
month. But remember us in between and remember that Conven- 
tion next year. Are you saving those nickels and dimes? Keep 
’em rolling—into that Convention bank. 

CLARENCE L. NEUN 
Publicity Secretary 


CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA SYNOD 


Third Annual Convention of the Central Pennsylvania Synodical 
Luther League Held in Hershey, November 14, 15, 16, 1941 
“Faith Under Fire’? was the theme for the Third Annual Con- 

vention of the Luther League of the Central Pennsylvania Synod 

which opened in the Little Theatre of the large Hershey Com- 
munity Building in Hershey on Friday evening at 7:45 p. m., No- 
vember 14. Rey. Marshall Brenneman was the Convention Chap- 


Sixteenth Annual Convention of The Northern California District Luther League, held at San Jose, October 18-19, 1941 
LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 
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lain and the Song Leader and presided during the devotions which 
opened the convention sessions. The President of the Luther League 
of America, Alvin H. Schaediger, was the keynoter for the con- 
vention. He also led a forum on “Youth and Luther League Suc- 
cesses” during the second session of the convention held Saturday 
morning. Mr. Schaediger was also the Banquet speaker for the 
large convention Banquet which was held Saturday evening in the 
Dining Room of the Community Building, with Kenneth W. Dry, 
President of the Synodical Luther League acting as Toastmaster. 


During the fifth session of the Convention held Sunday morning 
Sunday School was held in the Hershey Community Theatre with 
the Hershey Industrial School boys with Rev. Dr. Wentz of Gettys- 
burg as the speaker. Following this, at 10:00 a. m., Discussion 
Groups and Conferences were held by the following leaders: Edu- 
cation by A. Constance Strandwitz, Educational Secretary; Mission- 
ary Secretary Ruth A. Heckaman conducted a conference on Mis- 
sions; and a conference on the Intermediate Department was con- 
ducted by Evelyn Emig, local Intermediate Superintendent of Spring 
Grove, who had charge in the absence of Rev. Herbert G. Kline, 
Synodical Intermediate Secretary. A Presidents’ Conference was con- 
ducted by Kenneth W. Dry, George K. Keet, Jr., and Wendell C. 
Lawther, emphasizing the Administrative, Publicity, and Sustaining 
Membership work of the Luther League. 


The sixth session of the Convention Sunday afternoon was the 
closing session. The Young People’s Choir of Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Lemoyne, rendered an anthem and Rev. Roy L. Sloop of 
Hagerstown, Md., brought the address during the session under 
the subject ‘Sharing Our Faith Today.” The session closed with the 
Candlelight Installation service conducted by Rev. Herbert G. Kline, 
past Chaplain, for all the elected officers and appointed Depart- 
mental Secretaries who will form the Executive Committee for the 
coming year. The newly installed officers are as follows: President, 
Kenneth W. Dry, Lemoyne; First Vice-President, Charles Forney, 
Davidsville; Second Vice-President, Earl R. Bricker, York; Sec- 
retary, Miss Mary Diceley, Lancaster; Assistant Secretary, Miss 
Bernice Dunn, Altoona; Treasurer, Robert Ireland, Philadelphia; 
Executive Secretary, Mrs. Edna Stricker King, Lemoyne; Educa- 
tional Secretary, Miss A. Constance Strandwitz, Brooklawn, N. J.; 
Missionary Secretary, Miss Ruth A. Heckaman, York; Life Serv- 
ice Secretary, Mrs. Mary Heil Hammersla, Harrisburg; Intermediate 
Secretary, Rev. Herbert G. Kline, Shrewsbury; Extension Commit- 
tee Chairman, Rev. Marshall E. Brenneman, Carlisle; Publicity 
Chairman, Maynard P. Fuhrman, Glen Rock; Sustaining Membership 
Chairman, Miss Margaret McFalls, Altoona. 


York District Convention 


The 47th Annual Convention of the York District Luther League 
was held on Saturday, November 8, 1941, in Christ Lutheran 
Church, Dallastown, Rev. S. L. Hench, pastor, with sessions at 
9:45 a. m. in the morning, 1:45 p. m., noon, and 7:30 p. m. Eve- 
ning session. The Chaplain for the convention was Rev. Charles 
A. Chamberlin, St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, York, who led the 
devotions for the morning session and installed the newly-elected 
District officers at the evening session. Sister Janet Coiner, Dea- 
coness of Christ Lutheran Church, York, led the devotions for the 
noon session of the convention. 


The Pocket Testament Playlet which was dramatized by the 
Leaguers of St. Paul Luther League of Spring Grove and the 
discussion groups which took place at 2:25 P. M., were the main 
highlights of the afternoon session. The discussion group entitled 
“Following Christ’s Will in Your School Life’ was led by Rev. 
Herbert G. Kline of Shrewsbury and was attended by the school 
age Luther Leaguers. The discussion group entitled ‘Following 
Christ’s Will in Your Vocation’ was led by Rev. Charles A. 
Chamberlin, taking the place of W. Burg Anstine who was un- 
able to attend, was largely attended by the Leaguers above school age. 
During the afternoon session greetings were heard from Kenneth 
Dry, President of the Central Pennsylvania Synodical Luther League, 
who extended the official invitation for the delegates to come to the 
Synodical Luther League Convention to be held Friday, Saturday, 
and Sunday, November 14, 15 and 16, 1941, in Hershey. This con- 
vention has been postponed from July when it was to have been 
held at Camp Nawakwa. Also Robert T. Menges representing the 
Past President’s Association of the York District Luther League 
was present and brought greetings to the convention assembled. 


The Convention Banquet was held at 5:15 p. m. in the Church 
Social Room with about 125 persons present at which time the 
Leaguers enjoyed themselves in singing songs. Mr. William Patrick, 
Jr., Treasurer of the Luther League of America and known to 
all Leaguers as ‘‘Uncle Pat,” was present and brought greetings 
and entertained the Leaguers with several vocal solos. 

The speaker for the evening session of the Convention was 
Rey. Frank H. Clutz, pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church, German- 
town, Philadelphia. Rev. Clutz, who was convention chaplain for 
the Luther League of America convention in Canada this summer, 
spoke on the convention theme, “Following Christ’s Will.” His 
very interesting and inspiring address was well received by the 
delegates and visitors present. As a climax to the Convention the 
Candlelight Installation Service was held in the church by Chaplain 
Chamberlin, for all the newly-elected officers and appointed secre- 
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taries to serve the York District Luther League for the coming 
year. They are as follows: President, Earl Bricker, St. Paul’s, 
York; Vice-President, Lester Seiders, St. John’s, Mt. Wolf; Secre- 
tary, Miss Grace Smith, St. John’s, Abbottstown; Treasurer, James 
Rutledge, St. Mark’s, York; Educational Secretary, Miss Ruth 
Kemper, Advent, York; Missionary Secretary, Miss Ruth Peeling, 
Christ, York; Life Service Secretary, Miss Dorcas Miller, St. 
Paul’s, Spring Grove; Intermediate Secretary, Woodrow Flinch- 
baugh, Christ, Dallastown; Senior Secretary, Miss Laura Wakley, 
Grace, Red Lion; Extension Committee Chairman, Carl Smith, St. 
James, Chanceford; Chaplain, Rev. Charles A. Chamberlin, St. 
Mark’s, York; Social Secretary, Miss Evelyn Emig, St. Paul, Spring 
Grove; Social Missions and Pocket Testament Secretary, L. R. 
Hobaugh, St. Matthew’s, York; Sustaining Membership Secretary, 
James H. Stein, Jr., St. Paul’s, York; Publicity Secretary, Maynard 
P. Fuhrman, Zion, Glen Rock; Executive Secretary, Miss Ruth 
Heckaman, Union, York; and Members-at-large, Mrs. C, L. Warner, 
Advent, York; Luther D. March and Richard E. Heiland, both of 
St. oe North York; and Miss Helen Rebert, St. Matthew’s, 
York. 


Philadelphia District 
Philly’s eighteen ‘‘Live Wires’? at the Synod Convention at 
Hershey haven’t been doing much talking but we have learned that 
it was a great convention both spiritually and socially. We did hear 
that Bob Ireland, ex-prexy of Section A, landed the Synod treasurer 
headache. (Philadelphia District Leagues, please do your best by 
him and pay your dues promptly.) 


Some other things we heard and shouldn’t have: Wash strung 
all over a hotel room .. .a night’s sleep averaged two hours... 
a section president was up all night ... a self-appointed committee 
in charge of getting new Synod officers to bed early. 


Along with all Leaguers in the Synod we rallied in sections 
on November 25 and gave our offerings to the United China Relief. 
Section A gave a Christmas party for twenty of Haverford Center’s 
little folks and B Leagues entertained at Mary Drexel Home. 


Stories of Christmas paintings and carols by Christine Leuf 
featured the program at the Intermediate Rally at Upper Dublin on 
Saturday afternoon, December 13. Officers were installed. Genevieve 
Smith, Janet Brill and Gifford Hale planned the successful get- 


together. 


Start saving for the annual Live Wire Dinner at Strawbridge 
and Clothier’s on February 12. $1.35 a Leaguer. 
—BILDGEWATER 


MAYNARD P. FUHRMAN 
Publicity Chairman 


SASKATCHEWAN 


An interesting, educational and inspirational Rally by the Nor- 
thern Saskatchewan Luther League was held at Saskatoon on October 
4th and 5th, with about 80 members of the Leagues present. 


Following registration a fellowship banquet was held at the 
Lutheran College, with Dr. K. G. Morgenroth delivering an inter- 
esting talk on Christian Fellowship. In the evening members of the 
Saskatoon Luther League presented the pageant, ‘‘O Christians 
Leagued Together,’ portraying in drama, story and- song, the 
Luther League emblem and how a Leaguer can adopt it as ‘his life 
standard—a standard that can be followed in our troubled times. 

At the special Young People’s service held on Sunday morning, 
the young people pledged anew the faith of their fathers at Com- 
munion Service conducted by Rev. Strand and Rev. Poggemiller. 
Dr. N. Willison chose as his text Philippians 3, verse 14, in which 
he emphasized the necessity of a goal in life. His sermon was a 
stirring challenge to the Young People to follow the standard of 
Christ without wavering. 

Sunday afternoon was devoted to a business session, where plans 
were laid for the Luther League Summer Camp to be held at 
Christopher Lake next summer. A report on the Luther League 
of America Convention held at Kitchener-Waterloo this summer 
was given by Miss Frieda Goos, who attended as delegate for the 
League. We were fortunate in having a first-hand report on this 
convention. After the business session Dr. E. Gomann spoke on the 
joys of Christian youth, showing us reasons for rejoicing and how 
to find joy in life. 

With many thanks to our kind hosts, Trinity Luther League, 
we went our several ways looking forward to happy days at Camp 


next summer. _M. ZULAUF 


SOUTH CAROLINA 
Newberry District Committee Meets 
The Cheer Committee of the Newberry District Luther League 
met at the home of Elizabeth Boozer, Tuesday evening, October 
14, at 6:30 o’clock. 
Plans were made for all the Leagues of the district to visit 
the Lowman Home or the County Home during the coming year. 
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The league of St. Luke’s Church is planning to go to the 
Lowman Home with a program soon, they being first on the list 
to bring cheer to the members of the Home. Plans were also made 
to send boxes to the Home and the Lutheran Orphan Home in 
Salem, Va., at Christmas. 


This is our purpose and plan—to bring cheer to those less for- 
tunate—thus carrying out a part of our Life Service Program of 
the Luther League. 


Southern District Conference 


The Fall Conference of the Southern District Luther League 
was held in Trinity Lutheran Church, Elloree. With an attendance 
of 95 a very inspiring and interesting program was presented. The 
theme for the meeting was Building the New World Christ’s Way. 
Rev. Luther Jeffcoat of the host church brought the message. He 
said that Christ needs us to build the new world. But how can 
we do it? Have we ever stopped to think how much time we have? 
The forces of evil are ever active and are reaching even into the 
church. On the night Christ was betrayed He said, ‘‘Watch and 
pray,” and they fell asleep. We have been doing the same thing. 
If the forces of Christianity had been awake there would be no 
crisis in the world today. Rev. Jeffcoat pointed out that Hitler, 
Mussolini and Stalin have tremendous power. ‘‘What is the source?” 
he asked. Answering the question he said loyalty of the young 
people. We should have that same loyalty to the church only we 
should not be loyal through fear. 


Two leaguers discussed Knowing His Will and Opportunities 
for Building the New World Christ’s Way. They gave us good 
examples of how this can be done in our everyday lives. 


The business session was presided over by Madeleine Wulbern, 
President. Reports of the secretary and treasurer were read and 
a motion made and seconded that a Sustaining Membership be 
taken in the name of the Southern District. 


Our State President, Archie Dodgen, brought greetings and 
conducted the State presentation. Clayton Kleckley, Educational 
Campaign in particular. Margaret Wolff brought a message on 
Secretary, stressed that department and the Luther League Review 
Personal Evangelism for Dick Fritz who could not be present. After 
the installation of officers by Rev. Heyward Epting, the meeting 
was closed with the benediction by Rev. Jeffcoat. 


Central District Holds Conference 


The Central District Luther League held its Fall Conference 
in St. John’s, Irmo, on Sunday, October 12, at 3 o’clock. Mr. John 
McCullough, president, presided. After devotions the address, Al- 
ways Christ’s Way, was brought by Rev. Zeagler of Columbia. In a 
very interesting way he pointed out that the Golden Rule says 
“Do.” It does not give us a command in the negative as other 
religions give their followers. He urged that we think about this 
and carry it out. 


Roll call showed an attendance of 158 which was very gratify- 
ing. Miss Clara Shealy brought greetings from the State League 
in the absence of the president, who was out of the State. Clayton 
Kleckley stressed the educational department and Dick Fritz per- 
sonal evangelism. 


After the installation of officers the meeting was closed with 
the singing of the Luther League Rally hymn and the benediction. 


PITTSBURGH SYNOD 


How did your League observe Luther League Day? The League 
of Homestead Park planned a social for all of Luther League age 
and alumni for the Friday preceding this day. Rev. Paul Obenauf 
spoke on “The Four C’s—Courage of Conviction and Contagion of 
Crisis.’ On Luther League Day they sponsored a special service 


in the evening, using the material planned by the Luther League 
of America. 


The North East Conference Leaguers held an outing in Cook’s 
Forest on September 21st. After a picnic supper \vespers were con- 
ducted by Heiny Shippling, Educational Secretary. Speaker—David 
Fortney of Johnsonburg. The folder, “Always Christ’s Way,” was 
used. 


A Workers’ Conference of the Pittsburgh Synodical Luther 
League was attended by 75 persons, October 1ith, at Butler. 


On October 13th, alumni members of the Executive Committee 
of the former Pittsburgh District Luther League met at Zelienople 
in their third annual reunion. Thirty-six were present, among whom 
were: Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Herman Hess, Mr. and Mrs. D. A. 
Kommel, Mr. and Mrs. D. C. Hill, Mr. and Mrs. Paul Gilbert, Mr. 
and Mrs. Wm. Gregor, Rev. and Mrs. Paul F. Obenauf, Mr, and 
Mrs. Edwin Maloney, Mr. and Mrs. Harold Hollerman, Mr. and 
Mrs. Roy Henrickson, ‘Uncle Charlie’ Fuhr, Rev. C. M. Teufel, 
Nellie Park, Rose Heurich, Gladys Birkel, Etta Smith, Mrs. Emma 
Gusky Kurzenknabe and Doris Jean (both came from Harrisburg to 
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be there), Hazel Nannah, Harry W. Schnaufer, Mary M. Kornman, 
Alfred G. Keehner, Mrs. Carolyn Storf, Myrtle Roth and Ruth 
Beyer. Edwin Maloney, East Liverpool, Ohio, served as toastmaster, 
and Hazel Nannah, Freedom, as principal speaker, recounted the 
joys and friendships made during her attendance at Luther League 
conventions. Then there were impromptu speeches by many others 
of the “old guard.” From his ‘League library’ ‘‘Uncle Charlie” 
Fuhr brought the recorded minutes of the first meeting of the 
Executive Committee of the Pittsburgh District Luther League held 
January 22, 1894, at Trinity Church, Allegheny (now Pittsburgh). 
(“Uncle Charlie’ said he wasn’t there.) Everyone had a very 
enjoyable and pleasant evening and departed, looking forward to 
meeting one year hence, D. V. 


The fourth convention of the Central Conference Luther League 
met at Hebron Church, East Pittsburgh, November lst. The after- 
noon was given over to departmental conferences on the phases of 
League work. Rev. C. D. Russell spoke at the evening service, at 
which the Central Conference Choir sang. A life service flag was 
consecrated by Rev. Paul F. Obenauf, Life Service Secretary of the 
Pittsburgh Synodical Luther League, and recognition thereon was 
given to Rev. George E. Hoffman from First Church, Duquesne; 
Rey. Martin L. Roth, German Church, Martins Ferry, Ohio; and 
Rev. Karl E. Kniseley, Mt. Zion, North Side, Pittsburgh. Twenty- 
one Leagues were represented by ninety delegates and visitors. 


Branch No. 4 of the Central Conference reports a well attended 
Rally at Bethel Church, Pittsburgh, November 12th. Discussion 
groups were conducted on ‘Christian Solution to Problems’—(1) 
“Of the Family,” leader, Miss Anna Jorgenson of Pittsburgh Luth- 
eran Inner Mission; (2) “Of the State,” John E. Winner, Esq; (3) 
“Of Works, Wealth and Leisure,” Mr. D. C. Hill; and (4) “Of 
Education,” Rey. E. P. Wentz. 


We learn that the Leaguers of the West Conference enjoyed a 
very inspirational Convention October 18th, at Zelienople. The 
highlight of the meeting was the picturesque description of the 
Lutheran Mission Fields of India, the great work that has been 
accomplished in the past century, and the urgent need for expansion 
of Christianity and cducation in this neglected land, presented by 
Dr. Edwin Moll, General Secretary of the Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions of The United Lutheran Church. 


—RUTH E. BEYER, Publicity Secretary 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
Sports—Sports 


A sports carnival sponsored by the Ways and Means Committee 
of the District was held on Friday, October 24th, at Hollywood 
Lutheran Church, Dr. J. George Dorn, Pastor. Sports of all sorts 
and descriptions were provided, being held inside and outside the 
church. The program was under the leadership of Bill Mann, 
Chairman of the Committee. 


Quarterly Convention 


On October 5th, a group of thirteen District officers and leaders 
journeyed to San Diego to meet with our League in that city. A 
very splendid meeting was held by the executives and the local 
Leaguers gained a clearer insight into the work of the League. San 
Diego is located 125 miles from the center of League activity in the 
District. Our League at Phoenix is over 400 miles from us here in 
Los Angeles. 


The next quarterly convention will be held at the Hollywood 
Lutheran Church on Sunday, November 30th. At that time the 
budget for the final six-month period of our League will be adopted. 
Program and plans are under the capable leadership of Miss Clarice 
Foster, President of the Hollywood League. It has been quite some 
time since a District Convention has been held in Hollywood. 


Dr. Schwertz Welcomed 


The Executive Meetings are held each month on the first Monday 
evening at First Church, Los Angeles. This congregation is welcom- 
ing its new pastor, Dr. Albert Schwertz, formerly of Sioux City, 
Iowa. Dr. Schwertz succeeds Dr. Wertz who returned to Des 
Moines, Iowa, upon the urgent call of his former parish, 


Youth Banquet 


The Luther Leagues of the First Church, Glendale, working 
through their Youth Council, sponsored a Youth Banquet on Friday, 
October 17th. About 135 Young People were present. Rey. Franklin 
Swanson, of our Morningside Mission in Los Angeles, brought an 
Inspiring message. Topic cards were distributed outlining the topics 
and the leaders for the three Leagues for the three-month period, 
October-January. The president of the Young People’s League from 
this church is now at Midland College preparing for the Ministry. 
He is Ted Youngquist. 


This church has two sons now serving churches: Rey. Ray 


pale in Philadelphia, Pa., and Rev. Joseph Inslee, North Wales, 
enna. 
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Forty-sixth Annual Convention, Luther League of New Jersey, held at Jersey City, N. J., August 30-September 1, 1941 


NEW JERSEY 


The 46th Annual Convention of the Luther League of New 
Jersey held August 30, 31 and September 1, at Zion Lutheran 
Church in Jersey City, was a huge success, with a registered at- 
tendance of 250 Leaguers present. Helen Gutzat and Herbert Zaeh, 
Convention Registrar and Convention Treasurer respectively, and 
those who worked with them deserve high praise for the smoothly 
efficient manner in which they handled the many details of the Con- 
vention. Everything was wonderful—even the weather. 


Early on Saturday afternoon Leaguers from all parts of the 
State began pouring into Jersey City. By 5:30 most of the dele- 
gates and visitors had arrived and were present at the Twilight De- 
votions which preceded the supper hour. The opening service of the 
Convention was held on Saturday evening. The first phase of the 
Convention Theme—‘‘Now More Than Ever’’—was presented at 
this service by Dr. Chester Simonton, of Harrisburg, 
topic being ‘“Now More Than Ever—Each Life For Christ.” 


Following the service, the Leaguers adjourned to Redeemer 
Lutheran Church, three blocks distant, where the Parish Hall had 
been prepared for a recreational period. We were entertained for 
almost two hours by exhibitions of Swedish folk dancing by the 
Kransen Swedish Folk Dancers in gay native costumes, and were 
permitted to take part in several of the more simple dances. 

At the Sunday morning service Dr. Paul M. Kinports, Execu- 
tive Secretary of The Luther League of America, delivered the 
sermon, using the second phase of our theme, “Now More Than 
Ever—A Christ Centered Church.” At this service the 250 registered 
delegates received the Holy Communion together. 

Following a grand dinner, everyone piled into private cars for 
the trip to Wagner College, where we spent the afternoon and even- 
ing. Guided by a police escort (did we whizz through traffic!) the 
50 cars made their way to Staten Island and the Wagner College 
campus. We gathered in the auditorium of the college to hear the 
reports of the delegates who attended the National Convention in 
Canada, and then spent two half-hour periods in classes in which 
discussions of various branches of youth leadership were conducted 
by several of the leaders in National and State League work. From 
the conclusion of the class periods until supper time the Leaguers had 
“free time’ which was spent in inspecting the college grounds, 
“snapshooting,”’ and fun in general. Box lunches were distributed 
for a picnic supper on the campus, and “sandwich swapping” caused 
much gaiety. 

The outdoor Sunset: Service on Chapel Knoll was led by Rev. 
Alfred L. Beck, a past president of the State League, now serving 
as assistant pastor of the Reformation Church in Rochester, N. Y. 
A most inspiring address was delivered by Rev. Reginald Deitz of 
Airmount, N. Y., who seived most effectively as our Convention 
Chaplain. 

Sunday evening again provided “free time’’ for the Conven- 
tioneers, and there were many new friendships made and old ones 
renewed at the numerous parties which were the result of our 
Jersey City hosts’ hospitality. 

Monday was devoted primarily to the Convention business 
sessions. The Morning Meditation, conducted by Rev. Deitz, pre- 
ceded the first session called to order by Harold Haas, State Presi- 
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Penna., his 


dent. The Officers’ yearly reports were read at this time. Ella 
Kaack, State Missionary Secretary, whose splendid work was recog- 
nized by the National League through her appointment as National 
Missionary Secretary at the Canada Convention, reported that New 
Jersey had “‘gone over the top’ during the first year of the African 
mission project and had, during the second year, successfully com- 
pleted a fund of nearly $200 for the refurnishing of a room in the 
dormitory of Mt. Airy Seminary, Philadelphia. The delegates moved 
the adoption of the recommendation in the report of Life Service 
Secretary Ethel Johnson for the purchase and decoration of a Life 
Service Flag on which crosses of various colors will indicate mem- 
bers of the New Jersey League who have entered full-time Chris- 
tian service as ministers, deaconesses and missionaries. Laura 
Vroom, Intermediate Secretary, reported that the Intermediate 
League of the Church of Our Saviour, Jersey City, had won the 
State award for the completion of 13 points on the Intermediate 
16 Point Program. The Young People’s group of the same church, 
it was reported by the 12 Point Program Secretary, had won the 
plaque awarded by the State for the highest rating in accordance 
with the 12 Point Program. A recommendation was accepted 
whereby the Luther League of New Jersey, through a sustaining 
membership in the Luther League of America, will memorialize 
Harry Boehnlein, who was an active and sincere Leaguer, and 
whose term of office as State Educational Secretary was ended last 
Eastertide by his Heavenly Father’s call to greater service above. 

The election of officers completed the morning business session. 
The results of the election were as follows: President, Nicholas 
Friday; Vice-president, Edward Kruse; Recording Secretary, Anna 
Voigt; Corresponding Secretary, Ann Duris; Treasurer, Louis Von 
Oesen; and the following Secretaries were appointed by the Presi- 
dent: Educational Secretary, Charles Stockfish; Missionary Secre- 
tary, Gladys Kunkel; Life Service Secretary, Donald Krauch; Inter- 
mediate Secretary, Laura Vroom; Publicity Secretary, Ann Hetzer; 
12 Point Program Secretary, Gerald Manfarland; Extension Secre- 
tary, Ernest Knoblauch. 


Following luncheon, the Convention photograph was taken, 
The afternoon business session was brief, and left ‘free time” for 
the Leaguers until the banquet which climaxed the Convention. The 
banquet hall was decorated with flags and banners of schools and 
colleges, and each guest received as favors a diploma (the song 
sheet rolled and beribboned) and a college cap (the candy cups). 
Dr. Paul C. White acting as toastmaster, had no difficulty in 
setting a mood of fun and friendliness, for laughter and song 
reached a peak at the banquet. 


The concluding service of the Convention was the candle-light 
installation service at which time Dr. Paul J. Hoh of Mt. Airy 
Seminary, Philadelphia, delivered a stirring sermon, his topic being 
“Now More Than Ever—Christ for the World.” The newly elected 
officers were installed in a most impressive service by Alvin H. 
Schaediger, President of the Luther League of America. Following 
the custom of previous Conventions, the Leaguers joined hands in 
the closing Friendship Circle and lifted hearts and voices in prayer 
to the Heavenly Father, thanking Him for manifold blessings and 
especially for the fellowship of the Convention and asking His 
guidance and blessing on our Luther League and its program until 
we meet together again next year. 

A. HETZER 
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Central Pennsylvania Synod, 198 
Margaret J. Shearer 
Dorcas R. Miller, by Young People’s Group, St. Paul’s 
: Luther League, Spring Grove 
Sister Janet Coiner 
Doris Jean Warner 
‘James Rutledge 
Annie L. Shettel 
Mary Ellen Budesheim 
Mrs. Grace Budesheim 
York District Luther League 
Deceased Leaguers of the Central Pennsylvania Synod, 
Memorialized by Central Pennsylvania Synod Luther League 
Ministerium, total 130 
Sister Christine Rothenbach, by Tabor L 
Philadelphia a coral ae 
David Blank 
Mrs. Fred Blank 
Rev, Fred Blank, by St. John’s Luther League, Leck Kill 
Alice Dietz 
Ruth McLaughlin 
Earnest W. Rowe 
Rev. W. Chester Hill 
Catherine C. Hoebener 
Walter W. Rickert 
Rev. Adam Polcrack 
Allentown Conference Luther League 
Ruby Anglemyer 
Mr. and Mrs. James Frankenfield 
Mr. and Mrs. Marlen Miller 
Mary Brick 
Earl D. Krapf 
Theo. A. Bacher, Jr. 
Edward Walther 
Ann Riegger 
Mrs. Catherine Hollenberg 
Dinkey Memorial Luther League, Ashfield 
Chas. Baddorf 


Pittsburgh, total 35 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN, total 2 


SOUTH CAROLINA, total 82 
Jack Brown 
Betty Murray 
Harold Cromer 
Dr. John B. Setzler 
Rev. E. D. Zeigler 
Mrs. E. D. Zeigler 
Chas. Speh 
Norine Limehouse 
A. H. Berg 
St. John’s Luther League, Walhalla 
Western District Luther League 
Southern District Luther League 
Piedmont District Luther League 
Mildred Franklin 
Florine Storey 
Jack Dodgen 

TEXAS, total 7 
Philadelphia Luther League, Swiss Alps 
Clara Roitsch 
Laura Bauer 


VIRGINIA, total 67 
Miss Larkie Moser 
Margaret Perfater 
James B. Doyle, Jr. 
St. Mark’s Luther League, New Market 
WISCONSIN, total 2 
WEST VIRGINIA, total 4 
CANADA, total 7 
Walter Hachborn 
Verna Rudolph 


MANITOBA, total 2 


In 


MEMORIAM 


Rev. Merlin I. Powell, D.D. 
Memorialized by Friends 


Deceased Leaguers of The Central Pennsylvania Synod Luther League 
Memorialized by The Luther League of the Central 
Pennsylvania Synod 
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AN OLD FISHING STORY 
(Continued from Page 9) 
ever go home with empty sacks? I’ve heard there are 
fish in old Gennessaret that have never been caught. 
We'll cast along the bays up past Capernaum and on by 
Jordan’s mouth. We've always been lucky at the Jor- 
dan’s mouth.” 

“Peradventure,” half admitted Jacob, “but I am 
ready to break fast on another loaf. How about it, you 
fellows?” 

After eating breakfast, Simon led in the washing 
and mending of the nets. Flax strings of Jericho were 
used in tying the rents made by the trash and rocks. 
“Rocks, rocks, rocks. Why must they forever plague 
poor fisherman, and farmers, and travelers?” thought 
Simon, seriously. “Such strings. Poor quality, I must 
say,’ he complained. “They must have been made from 
the flax Rahab used to hide Joshua’s spies under. Rot- 
ten!” pulling the string until it broke. 

While they were thus busy, a crowd poured around 
the bend in the bay from up Capernaum way. As they 
drew near, the fishermen left off their work on the nets 


' and silently watched the approach of the people. 


“It’s the 
true after all. 
to Tiberias.” 

The rest remained silent. The Rabbi halted every 
little space to say something or to answer the people’s 
questions. He stopped near the beached skiffs with 
crowd pressing around him, hanging on every word. 

Seeing the ships pushed up on the shore, he entered 
one which belonged to Simon. Simon, in order to hear 
better, left his companions and drew nearer the speaker. 
After a little while, the Rabbi ceased his discourse from 
out of his seaside pulpit. All were expectant of what 
he would do next. 

Turning to Simon, the Rabbi said quietly but with 
a tone of command, “Launch out into the deep, and let 
down your nets for a draught.” 

But Simon replied with a puzzled look in his face, 
“Master, we have toiled all the night, and have taken 
nothing. Nevertheless at thy word, I will let down the 
nets. We have fished all the way across from Bethsaida, 
and there are simply no fish in these waters. This is 
no good time to lower our nets into the deep.” 


Rabbi!” whispered Johannes. That was 
I wonder if he will lead them on down 


Thus protesting, Simon with Andrew and their serv- 
ants dragged in the nets, pushed off the skiff into the 
deeper water, and slowly and doubtfully let down a net. 
The calm, assuring words of the strange Rabbi were 
slowly taking effect. Maybe there would be a draught. 
Who knows? But he was reared up in Nazareth! What 
could he possibly know about fishing in Gennessaret? 
“Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?” they were 
asking themselves again, this time in respect of fishing. 
“We have lived on this lake all our lives. Born Fish- 
ermen. We know that this is no fit time to be letting 
down nets.” But they obeyed the Rabbi. 

“Ho, what’s this!” cried Andrew, as he felt the net 
tremble and surge around. 

“Fish, fish! Can’t you see!” shouted Simon. “Pull, 
man, pull! Pull, you boys! Up with the net!” 

Pull and strain as the fishermen might, the net 
scarcely moved. Waving his left hand wildly, Simon 


Thirty-one 


beckoned Johannes and Jacob. “Come with your boat! 
Make haste! shouted Simon. “Come before the net 
breaks! Help here!” 

Splashing the water violently, the other skiff came 
up, and dragging in the net the man filled both boats 
to the point of sinking. Never such a draught in all 
the fishing lore of Lake Galilee! 

“The Rabbi surely knows where the schools swim 
on this side of the lake,’ whispered Andrew to Simon. 
“Brother, he knows!” After a moment Andrew added, 
“What does he not know, and perhaps see also?” 

“He knows me! He can see clean through me!” 
exclaimed Simon, and turning he fell at the Rabbi’s 
knees, crying, “Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, 
O Lord.” 

Astonishment filled the faces of Johannes, Jacob, 
and their father. The servants drew back wondering. 
Above the excitement of the fishermen, the voice of 
the Rabbi was heard speaking consolingly to Simon, 
“Fear not, from henceforth thou shalt catch men. Fol- 
low me.” 

They brought their skiffs to land, looking in amaze- 
ment at one another. 

“What are you going to do, Simon?” tremulously 
inquired Andrew, glancing at the same time at their 
partners in the other boat. 

“But what shall we do with our ships and tackle?” 
propounded Simon. They had been his care for many 
years and his chief possession. Almost the sole source 
of his livelihood. Here was a problem indeed—what to 
do with property? But not for long. Jacob was speak- 
ing now. 

“Leave them all with our father, Johannes’ and 
mine, and with the servants. They will be safe in their 
hands, and the fish too.” 

In turn their eyes met those of the Master Fisher- 
man. The murmur of the crowd, who had been looking 
on, subsided to whispers. 

“T go with him,” said Simon forthrightly, and stood 
in the Rabbi’s presence. 

“And I too,” echoed each of the other three. 

The Rabbi turned away and led down the beach 
of sand and stone, and in behind him fell Simon, closely 
followed by Andrew, his brother, and by Jacob and 
Johannes, his brother. The crowd strung along after 
them and spread out over the hills to their homes. The 
skiffs were enveloped in the distant haze of the shore, 
scarcely discernible from the boulders jutting out into 
the lake, and at last completely lost to sight. In the 
steps of the Wonderful Rabbi walked these four brother 
fishermen of Bethsaida, treading a hard but glorious 
way, to eternal fame and everlasting glory. And Simon, 
a fisherman, their leader—he became Cephas—the Stone 
of the infant Church of the Redeemer. 


EDUCATION—ROLL UP YOUR SLEEVES 
(Continued from Page 3) 

So am I, Dr. Brown. Good-bye. I’m sure glad 
we have a pastor who is interested in young people and 
who is willing to roll up his sleeves and work with us. 
We ought to from now on have the best year we ever 
had in spite of our late start. I’ll go telephone John 
right away about that Executive and Educational Com- 
mittee meeting.” 
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Thirty-two 


HOW LEAGUERS MAY LEARN TO 
LOVE THE WORD 


1. Know the author. As we gain personal knowl- 
edge of Jesus Christ we shall learn to love His inspired 
Word. Do you know the author? 

2. Own a Bible. Any book is most precious to us 
if we may claim it as our own. How far have you gone 
to deny yourself of other things in order that you might 
“have a Bible all your own?” 


3. Read your Bible often. A story is told of a little 
girl whose sister opened her Bible to read from it. The 
little one remarked, “Will you please use Grandpa’s? I 
think his must be more interesting because he uses it 
more often.” Can that be said of yours? 


4. Read your Bible regularly. The best time to 
read is in the morning in order that you may start the 
day with a good thought. Such a start is most whole- 
some and helpful. This daily contact helps us, too, to 
yearn for a closer fellowship with the Friends we meet 
in the Word. 

5. Memorize verses that help you. Do this daily. 
Soon you will have a priceless store of knowledge. 

6. Share your Bible with others. As you find pas- 
sages that are helpful to you, let someone else know 
the aid your Bible has given you. Perhaps through such 
sharing, your friend may be led to love the Word you 
love. 


“Read and you will learn, 
Learn and you will love, 
Love and you will serve.” 


MESSIAH LUTHERAN, The Friendly Church 


Sixteenth and Jefferson Sts. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Ross H. Stover, D.D., LL.D., S.T.D. 


9:00 A. M.—Early Morning Service 
10:00 A. M.—Sunday School 
11:00 A. M.—Morning Service (WDAS) 
6:30 P. M.—Luther Leagues 

7:30 P. M.—Evening Service (WDAS) 


7:30 P. M.—Thursday Night (WDAS) 
Dr. Stover’s Books, 
United Lutheran Publication House 


“How Shall I Say It?” or “The Art of Public Speaking,” $1.00 
“What Do We Know About Life After Death?’”’ $1.00 
“T’ll Tell You Why I Am a Protestant,” 25 cents 
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THE BALTIMORE MOTHERHOUSE 


Trains Young Women for the 


DEACONESS CALLING 
AND OFFERS COURSES FOR 


GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


Send For Literature and Particulars 


MOTION PICTURES 


Good programs make good Luther Leagues. Motion pic- 
tures add interest, create enthusiasm, stimulate participation. 
Free Leadership Manual provided for each film gives material 
for a complete topic. Get our “Frank Opinion” of films you 
intend to use. Write for catalogue of over 100 subjects. 
Sample copy of “The Religious Projector,” the Magazine of 
Visual Aids to Religion, sent on request. 


THE LUTHERAN DEACONESS MOTHERHOUSE 
AND TRAINING SCHOOL 
Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. 


LUTHERAN FILM SERVICE 


RICHMOND 


Baltimore, Md. 


ILLINOIS 


“was graduated from Wittenberg College.” 


These simple, but five important words appearing in bi- 
ographies and obituaries the world over give the key to the 
character of those 

WHO in their youth at Wittenberg learned how to 

fashion their genius to the needs of the age . . . 

WHO at Wittenberg learned how to be strengthened 

in faith in God ... 

WHO at Wittenberg found the way from selfishness, 

cynicism, ingratitude ... 

Five simple words must be sustained in value. Five thou- 
sand alumni everywhere will agree that Wittenberg College, 
in undertaking a campaign for more than a million dollars, 


Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 
AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE 
Stressing Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 
A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 
High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 
A.B., B.S. and Mus.B. Degrees 


must be supported by generous contributions so that 
“was graduated from Wittenberg College” 
must continue to mean more and more 


So, for students now at Wittenberg and for those to come, 
the million is now needed to realize a greater college on the 


historic and beloved campus in Springfield, Ohio. 


Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 


Oldest Lutheran College in America 


Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
of Christian men who are vitally concerned with 
the building of character as the fundamental 
thing in modern education. 


Located in the midst of the world- 
famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


LIBERAL ARTS 
PRE-LIBRARY 
PRE-NURSING 
PRE-JOURNALISM MUSIC 
PRE-SOCIAL WORK SPEECH 


An Accredited Conservatory of Music 
For Catalogue write 


Russell Galt, Ph.D. 
Dean 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


Owned and Controlled by the Lutheran Synods of South 
Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, and Florida 


Fully accredited, offering A.B. and B.S. degrees with 
majors in eight fields of concentration. — ’ 

Special training in Liberal Arts, Music, Business. ' 

Preparation for Medicine, Law, Theology, Engineering. 

Well-rounded and adequate program of student activities. 

Personal attention to the individual student. ‘ 

Mild winter climate in the healthful Piedmont section 
of the state. 


Very reasonable expenses 
For Catalogue, Write JAMES C. KINARD, President 


MARION COLLEGE 


A lutheran College For Young Women 


Accredited Junior College and last two years of High 
School in famous “blue grass” region of Virginia 


EDUCATION 
BUSINESS EDUCATION 
HOME ECONOMICS 


BY Happy home and social life in atmosphere of Southern culture 
oO SOOO 

& . 

; 68th Year Catalogue and Viewbook 

5| H. J. RHYNE, President 


RI RATES $435.00 to $485.00 


BOX L, MARION, VIRGINIA 


luther League Memory Book 


AN DEA GiPt 


Surprisingly Ditterent 


For pasting and preserving your memories of Luther League Trips, Conventions, Socials 
and Other Gala Occasions. Newspaper Clippings and New Ideas can 
be fittingly saved in this Memory Book 


PRINTED WORDS CANNOT CONVEY TO YOU THE 
MARVELOUS BEAUTY OF THIS MEMORY BOOK 


Seventy-five leaves of heavy, durable cover stock. Ten additional pages of Buff Ledger Paper for writing of 
autographs. Outside cover is Nine and One-half inches wide by Sixteen inches long. It is made of beautiful imita- 
tion brown leather, over heavy binder’s board. Lettering and Luther League Seal in gold are beautifully em- 
bossed as seen in the illustration. The whole book is tied together with a Twenty-four-inch cord and tassel, made 
in the five Luther League Colors—Black, Red, White, Blue and Gold. Title page is specially printed for identifi- 
cation. Boxed in green box and securely packed for shipment. And the price is only $5.00, postpaid and insured, 
east of the Mississippi River ($5.50 west of the Mississippi River). Unless check or money, order accompanies your 
order, book will be shipped C. O. D. with postal charges added. 


AN IDEAL AND APPROPRIATE GIFT FOR YOUR PASTOR, 
DEACONESS or LUTHER LEAGUE PRESIDENT 


Designed and For Sale only by 


THE LUTHER PRESS 


Everything in Luther League Supplies 


429-437 HERR STREET HARRISBURG, PENNA. 


